
1 
 

The 6
th

 Sunday of Easter: Holy Trinity Church: May 17 2020 

John 14: 15-21: Becoming the Holy Spirit 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

There was a patient who frequently came into Laboratory Services for 

coumadin testing to regulate the dosage of this powerful anticoagulant. He 

was taking the drug because he underwent open-heart surgery. One day he 

told me this wonderful story about his surgical experience. He said, “The day 

before my surgery a nurse came into my room to visit. She took hold of my 

hand and told me to feel it and hold it.” “Now, she said, during the surgery 

tomorrow you will be disconnected from your heart and you will be kept alive 

only by virtue of certain machines. When your heart is finally restored and 

the operation is over and you are recovering, you will eventually awaken in a 

special recovery room. You will be immobile for as long as six hours. You may 

be unable to move, or speak, or even to open your eyes, but you will be 

perfectly conscious. You will hear and you will know everything that is going 
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on around you. During those six hours, I will be at your side and I will hold 

your hand, exactly as I am doing now. I will stay with you until you are fully 

recovered. Although you may feel absolutely helpless, when you feel my hand, 

you will know that I will not leave you. “It happened exactly as the nurse told 

me,” the man continued. “I awoke and could do nothing. But I could feel the 

nurse’s hand in my hand for hours. And that made all the difference!”  

It is Passover and we are in the upper room at the Last Supper. Jesus is 

preparing his disciples for his absence. He says, “And I will ask the Father, and 

God will give you another advocate.” “From the original Greek, “another 

advocate” is allon parakleton. The phrase means, “One who is called alongside 

to help.”  

In the summer of 1962, my grandmother took me to Denver, Colorado to visit 

her son, my Uncle Ernest his wife Aunt Ina Mae and their two children 

Michael and Barbara. I was 8 years old. One day, my grandmother, Uncle 

Ernie and Aunt Ina Mae took us to a county fair. The fairgrounds were 

crowded. Somehow,  I became separated from everyone. You may find this 

troubling about your priest, but I was a very independent and precocious 

child. Somethings never change. I was hopelessly lost. The fair grounds were 

packed with people, horses and livestock. I was really scared. I hate to say it, 
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but I probably started crying when all of a sudden, I felt this hand slip into my 

hand as she came alongside of me. I looked up into the face of this beautiful 

woman who told me she would help me find my family. She took me to this 

make shift office and told them I was lost. The carnival people paged my 

grandmother and it was just a few minutes when my uncle showed up. I never 

had chance to say thank you, because when I turned around she was gone. To 

this day, I see her pretty face and wish I had the chance to say thank you. She 

became the Holy Spirit for me because she comforted me, she protected me 

and she guided me back to my family safe and sound. That is the work of the 

Holy Spirit. The point I am making with both stories is this: The Holy Spirit 

moves within the disciples of Jesus Christ, you and me. 

My sisters and brothers, it truly makes all the difference in the world when 

someone comes alongside us when we are in need. That is the work of the Holy 

Spirit. In some instances the Holy Spirit comes with power. At other times, the 

Holy Spirit comes as a guide. There are times when the Holy Spirit comes 

alongside of us when we need a friend, a counselor, a comforter. The Holy 

Spirit serves in many capacities, as well. But why does Jesus say, “I will give 

you another advocate?” 
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John the Evangelist wants us to understand that the same Spirit that was in 

Jesus is the Spirit that will be with us in our time of need. John is very clear 

about this. Jesus departed from this world so that God’s Spirit could be 

available to every person in this world who opens up their hearts to let God in. 

This is the importance of the Trinity. The same Spirit that created this world 

and then became flesh in Jesus Christ returned on the day of Pentecost so that 

God’s loving Holy Spirit might be available to every believer for guidance, for 

comfort, for empowerment, for protection, for wisdom, for clarity of mission 

and for strength, as we seek to be Jesus Christ’s people. All of this is wrapped 

up in that short phrase, “And I will ask the Father, and God will give you 

another advocate to help you and be with you forever . . .” 

In other words, it is God who comes alongside us any time we are hurting or 

in distress. The Holy Spirit is our Comforter, our Counselor, our Advocate, 

our Companion, our Friend. This is amazing good news to everyone who calls 

upon Jesus in a time of need. The God of all creation does not forget us nor 

forsake us. Rather, whenever we are hurting, God pulls up alongside us and 

draws closer to us. Here is the challenge. We must make the choice to let God 

into our hearts and minds. 
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This teaching is reinforced as Jesus continues to say in this passage, “I will ask 

the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you 

forever the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 

him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I 

will not leave you as orphans . . .” What a wondrous and lovely thought. God 

will not leave us as orphans. 

One of the most moving passages in English literature comes towards the end 

of Charles Dickens’s,  A Tale of Two Cities, a story of the French revolution. 

Each day, a grim procession of prisoners made its way on the streets of Paris 

to the guillotine. One prisoner, Sidney Carton, a brave man who had once lost 

his soul but had now found it again, was giving his life so that a friend of his 

would have his life spared. Standing beside Carton was a young girl. They had 

met before in the prison, and the girl had noticed Carton’s gentleness and 

courage. She said to him, “If I may ride with you, will you let me hold your 

hand? I am not afraid, but I am little and weak, and it will give me more 

courage.” So they rode together, her hand in his; and when they reached the 

place of execution, Dickens tells us, there was no fear in her eyes. She looked 

up into the quiet composed face of her companion, and said, “I think you were 

sent to me by heaven.” Who can doubt that caring gentle man was sent by 

God? I will not leave you as orphans.  
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My brothers and sisters that is our challenge this week. That is who we are as 

disciples of Jesus Christ. We are called to be those who come alongside others 

who have fallen or are hurting. The Holy Spirit comes alongside us in our time 

of need. We therefore must come alongside others. 

Many of you know the story of Jackie Robinson, the first African-American to 

play major league baseball. Maybe you saw the movie of his life a couple of 

years back. Facing jeering crowds at every stadium, Robinson was held to a 

higher standard than the white players of his time. Yet he maintained his 

poise in a magnificent way. One day while playing in his home stadium in 

Brooklyn, he committed an error at second base and the crowd began to 

ridicule him. He stood at second base, humiliated, while the fans jeered. Then 

something beautiful happened. Shortstop Pee Wee Reese came over and stood 

next to Robinson. He put his arm around Jackie and stood with him facing the 

crowd. Robinson was no longer alone and the fans grew quiet. Robinson later 

said that Pee Wee’s act of solidarity, the placing of his arm around Robinson’s 

shoulder, saved Robinson’s career and gave him the strength to go on. You 

might say, “Well that’s what it means to be a friend.” Yes, but that’s also 

what it means to be a follower of Jesus. We are called to come alongside 

people we don’t even know and to slip our hand into their hand. Why? 

Because that is what Christ in the person of the Holy Spirit has done for us. “I 
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will not leave you as orphans,” Jesus promised his disciples. He promised that 

he would send them an advocate, a counselor, a comforter, a companion, a 

friend. If God has ever been any of these things to you, what is your response? 

Our challenge is to make sure that no child of God ever feels as though they 

are orphaned in this world.  

My brothers and sisters that is what our faith is all about. If you are feeling 

very alone this day, know that God is alongside you. God will not let you go. 

And if you know someone who is hurting, who is lost, then slip your hand into 

their hand, be a friend, be a comforter, be a protector, be wisdom, be an 

advocate, you can truly be Jesus to that person just as Jesus has come along 

side of you and slipped his hand into your hand. Amen. 


