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The 2nd Sunday after Christmas: Holy Trinity Church: January 5, 2020 

Matthew 2:1-12: What are you seeking today? 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 

What is it that you are seeking today? Everybody is seeking something. That 

is why Google is one of the most profitable companies on earth. People go to 

Google every day to search for information about an astounding array of 

subjects. People are seeking more information on the latest crisis in the news. 

They are seeking gossip about their favorite celebrity. They are seeking 

information about a specific model of car that they are considering buying. 

So, what are you seeking? Maybe it’s not information. Perhaps you are 

seeking for truth. Or peace. Or hope. Maybe you are looking for that great 

new product that is going to make your life everything you’d hoped it would 

be. At least, that is what the ads suggest. Maybe you are looking for a new 

mate. Christianmingle.com promises to find God’s perfect match for you. I 

say, “Good luck with that.”  I read a story about a young woman who was 
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sitting in a coffee shop expounding on her idea of the perfect mate to some of 

her friends. “The man I marry must be a shining light when with friends. He 

must be musical. Tell jokes. Sings. And stay home at night!”  A little old lady 

at the next table overheard and spoke up, “Girl, what you just described is my 

computer.” A perfect mate is hard to come by. With the exception of my mate, 

of course.  

What is it that you are seeking? We are all seeking something. Our lesson 

from the Gospel for Epiphany is the beloved story from Matthew 2 that begins 

like this: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 

have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was 

frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

You know the story well. When the Magi reached Jerusalem, they sought help 

with their search. Assuming that the newborn king would be born in a palace, 

that is where they headed for directions. When King Herod heard about their 

quest he was frightened. Herod, in turn, consulted the chief priest and 
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teachers of the law. They pointed the Magi toward Bethlehem. Then Herod 

adds these chilling words, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as 

you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

Of course, the last thing that Herod intended was to worship the child. His 

motives were far more sinister. But the Magi finally did find the child, and 

when they found him, they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. Their search was over. They had found the newborn king. 

So, let’s return to our opening question. What is it that you are seeking? 

Everybody’s seeking something in life. It’s clear what Herod was seeking. 

Herod was seeking to preserve his power. Herod was a bloody tyrant. History 

records that Herod murdered many of his own family including his favorite 

wife (he had ten), her grandfather, her brother, and two of his own sons. On 

one occasion he had the whole Sanhedrin, the ruling body of Jewish 

government, assassinated. On another occasion he had every notable man in 

Jerusalem murdered. He was very capable of the horrendous crime reported 

in the Christmas story of the slaughter of the innocents, boys 2 years and 

under. 
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Herod was a man possessed by a lust for power. He was suspicious, savage, 

and warped. Note that when Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the 

Magi, he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who 

were two years old and under. He was a mad man driven by his need to 

dominate. Don’t think that Herod’s character has no relevance to our world. 

There are still people around whose minds are that warped. And I’m not 

merely referring to political tyrants all over the world. 

One of the vilest practices that still haunts our present day society is that of 

domestic violence. I read recently that 30% of all American couples will 

experience some form of domestic violence during their lifetimes. That is a 

horrendous statistic. Surely it is overstated. Maybe, on the other hand, there 

are more Herods around than we realize, people, generally men, who love 

exercising their power over others, especially those who are weaker. I do 

know that 20% of all police officers killed in the line of duty are killed while 

answering calls involving domestic violence. And approximately twelve to 

fifteen million wives are battered each year. 

You may think that Epiphany is not an appropriate time to spotlight this 

particular tragedy, but if not now, then when? Herod was seeking to preserve 

his position of power. Power is still a dangerous motive in people’s hearts. 
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There are Herods in company offices. There are Herods in service institutions. 

There are Herods in many homes. Herod was driven by a need to maintain 

power. 

The chief priests and teachers of the law, on the other hand, were simply 

seeking to maintain the status quo. Herod was disturbed after the visit by the 

Magi and called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law. 

He asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 

they replied. And they, of course, spoke correctly. Christ was born in 

Bethlehem. There is no hint in this Infancy narrative about the conflict that 

would eventually evolve between Jesus and the high priest and teachers of the 

law. Ironically, they were the ones who were most responsible for Jesus’ 

death, not Herod. And probably there would have been no conflict between 

Jesus and the religious authorities, if Jesus had simply left well-enough alone. 

All the chief priests and teachers of the law wanted to do was simply maintain 

the status quo. Isn’t that the role of religion that is to maintain tradition? It is 

both the strength and the weakness of the church that we love for things to 

stay the same. 

Ah, tradition, how we love it in the church. Maybe that is why the church is so 

resistant to change. Sometimes we have to bring the church kicking and 



6 
 

screaming into the modern world. And that’s how it was in the first century. 

And that is why it was the chief priest and the teachers of the law who had the 

Roman government hang Jesus on a cross. He upset the status quo. Those in 

authority, whether religious or political, regarded Jesus as a troublemaker, a 

disturber of the peace.” Obviously, the only way to deal with such a 

troublemaker was to crucify him.  

That’s what we do with troublemakers, isn’t it? Silence them with a cross or a 

gun or prison or simply social isolation. We love the status quo. So did the 

chief priest and the teachers of the law. Herod sought to maintain his power; 

the religious leaders sought to maintain their traditions. 

Finally, there were the magi. They were foreigners, probably gentiles, but they 

were seeking the new born King of the Jews. It’s a shame that the Magi 

couldn’t have used Google or Siri. A GPS on their camels would have been 

nice. Instead, they were dependent on a bright light in the heavens to lead 

them. It led them first to Jerusalem. If they had modern technology, they 

wouldn’t have had to ask Herod to help them refine their search and maybe 

Herod would never have been alerted. The Magi were from the East, probably 

Persia. They were considered to be the skilled scientists of their day: skilled in 
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philosophy, science, medicine, and astrology. Some say they were of the 

priestly order of Persia, advisors to the Persian rulers. 

How did they know that the child whom they sought would be the King of the 

Jews? It may be they had contact with the Jewish community in Persia, left 

there from days when Jews were captive in that land. A definitive answer is 

not given. But they were led by the star, first of all to Jerusalem, then to 

Bethlehem to the house where the young child lay. Their purpose, of course, 

was to worship the newborn King. And that is exactly what they did. Matthew 

tells us:  “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 

of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” Herod was seeking power; the chief priest 

and teachers of the law were seeking to maintain the status quo; but the Magi 

were seeking the newborn King, so that they might worship him. And so I ask 

one last time, what is it that you are seeking today? What is your heart 

seeking? 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, like the Magi seeking the Newborn King, 

my guess is that you have come here on this eve of Epiphany genuinely 

seeking God. Here is our challenge found in Matthew’s Gospel today. Make a 



8 
 

new resolution for this New Year 2020. Open wide your heart and actively 

seek God out in Word, Sacrament and in your neighbor. You realize the 

dangers in life of seeking anything else. Power, wealth, pride, even an 

attachment to the status quo can be the enemy of God. We must lay every 

other motive in life before the child of Bethlehem.  I offer this prayer to you, 

“Take my every thought, O Lord, everything I am and everything I hope to be, 

and help me focus on one thing, your kingdom and your righteousness and your 

great love for me. For it is in the name of the child born in Bethlehem that we 

pray. Amen.” 

 


