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Christmas Eve: Holy Trinity Church: December 24, 2019 

Luke 2: 1-20: May Christ Be Born in You  

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the Name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Merry Christmas Holy Trinity Church! Welcome everyone to this Christmas 

Eve Family Holy Eucharist.   I wish all of you boys and girls, of every age,  

moms and dads, grandmas and grandpas, aunts and uncles and all your of 

your immediate and extended families, loved ones and friends.  

If you are ever in need a good laugh, go onto Emailsanta.com. This site 

receives more than a million emails every year from children, and each child 

gets a response. Here are some samples of the emails they receive:  

Dear Santa, please give me a tank, a jet fighter, 20 green soldiers, and a 

bazooka gun. I'm planning a surprise attack on my brother. So don't tell 

anyone. Thanks, Danny 
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Dear Santa, How will you get into our house this year? We don't have a 

chimney and my father just installed a very expensive security system. Julie 

Dear Santa, How old are you? How did you meet Mrs. Claus? Is your first 

name really Santa? Can I be an elf next year? Who is your favorite kid? How 

do you fit all those toys in your sleigh? I will have more questions for later. 

Your pal, Pauline. 

Dear Santa, My mother told me to write to you and say thanks for the train 

set. My dad plays with it all the time. Mike 

Dear Santa, Mommy says that you only bring presents for the good little boys. 

That isn't fair. Brian 

Dear Santa, I lost my list of toys, so please just send me the stuff that you 

forgot from last year. Todd 

Dear Santa, What should I leave for your reindeer to eat? Do they like 

cookies, too? My mom won't let me bring hay into the living room. Your 

friend, Sandy 

Dear Santa, I need a new skateboard for Christmas. The one I got now 

crashes too much. Band-aids would be OK too. David 
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Dear Santa, Would you like me to leave you cookies and milk or pizza? Dad 

says you'd probably like the pizza and a beer. Write back right away to let me 

know. Love, Lisa 

Dear Santa, I would like just one of everything. Thank you. Nancy. 

Boys and girls, this is an exciting night, isn't it? When you're a kid, it's the 

most exciting night of the year. And it should be. The coming of the Baby 

Jesus is the most exciting news that this world has ever experienced. It should 

be celebrated with joy and laughter and a sense of great anticipation. 

How many of you remember Jay Leno. Did you know he has a home in 

Newport? Well, Comedian Jay Leno's book of headlines shows an 

advertisement for a dentist offering a special on dentures. The ad is tagged, 

"After all, the gift of chewing is what the holidays are all about." To this Jay 

Leno responds, "That's right. It's not about helping people less fortunate than 

yourself. It's about chewing." I hope that Christmas is about more than 

chewing. In fact, let's review for a few minutes the big message of this holiest 

of all nights. 

First, God has come to us in the Baby Jesus of Bethlehem. That's an idea 

that's too big for most of us to get our brains around, but it's the most 
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important news I can give you. Did you know that God actually became one of 

us?  

I want to tell you a story about an old angel who is showing a very young 

angel around the splendors of the universe. As the two of them drew near to 

the star that we call our sun and to its circling planets, the old angel points to 

a small and rather insignificant globe turning very slowly on its axis. The old 

angel says to the little angel, it looks as dull and as dirty as a tennis ball. The 

little angel’s mind was filled with the size and glory of what he had just seen in 

the universe. "I want you to watch that one particularly," said the old angel, 

pointing with his finger. "Well, it looks very small and rather dirty to me," 

said the little angel. "What's special about that one?" To the little angel, 

Earth did not seem to be very impressive. He listened with shocked disbelief 

as the old angel told him that this planet, small and insignificant and not 

overly clean, was the renowned planet that was visited. "Do you mean that 

our great and glorious prince went down in person to this fifth-rate little ball? 

Why should he do a thing like that?" The little angel's face wrinkled in 

disgust. "Do you mean to tell me," he said, "that he stooped so low as to 

become one of those creepy, crawling creatures on that floating ball?" "I do," 

said the old angel, "and I don't think God would like you to call them 

"˜creepy, crawlers in that tone of voice.  For, strange as it may seem to us 
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Angels, God loves everyone of them. He went down to visit them to lift them 

up to become like Him." The little angel’s face looked blank. Such a thought 

was almost beyond his comprehension. You see Boys and Girls the fact that 

God visited our planet in the Baby Jesus of Bethlehem is beyond anyone's 

understanding. 

Some of us seasoned folk remember a Christmas Eve many years ago when 

three astronauts, Frank Borman, James Lovell, and William Anders on a 

mission to the moon celebrated this night from their orbit just above the 

moon's surface. They showed us what they saw there. Then we heard one of 

them read the story of creation as found in Genesis 1:1-10. “In the beginning 

when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 

face of the waters.  Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 

darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let 

there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters.”  So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 

 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
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second day. And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 

into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.  God called the dry 

land Earth and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 

God saw that it was good.  Borman closed the lunar telecast with these words: 

"Good night, good luck, a Merry Christmas, and God bless all of you upon the 

good earth." The fact that a man walked on the moon is awesome. The fact 

that the God of all creation came to earth is beyond imagination. 

Boys and girls, always remember that God created all of you and God created 

all of you good. The second thing we must see is that God did it for us. God 

had only one agenda in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago and that was to bring 

us back unto Himself. I don't know about you, but when I think of the wonder 

of Christmas and what God did for us, it makes me want to do something in 

return. The poet said, What can I give him poor as I am, if I were a shepherd, 

I'd give him a lamb; If I were a wise man I'd do my part; what can I give him, 

I'll give him my heart. My dearest boys and girls, that is what Jesus the Christ 

really wants, Jesus wants your hearts. 


