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The First Sunday of Advent: Holy Trinity Church: December 1, 2019 

Isaiah 2:1-5: Sleep in Heavenly Peace, Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham+ 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 

Happy New Year! That is Happy New Liturgical year. The First Sunday of 

Advent marks the beginning of the new liturgical year which means today we 

will begin reading from Lectionary cycle Year A and we will pray the daily 

office from Year 2. So, it’s an A/2 Happy New Year.  

Our sermon for today is from Isaiah 2, and it’s a vision of a beautiful 

mountain. The prophet Isaiah is called by God to pronounce God’s coming 

judgment on the people of Jerusalem and Judah. But Isaiah is also given a 

beautiful view from the top of God’s holy mountain, a vision of hope, of God’s 

plan to restore God’s chosen people someday, to bring mercy, compassion 

reconciliation, forgiveness, justice and peace, peace to the nations through 

God’s anointed one, the Messiah. 
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Six hundred years before Jesus is born, Isaiah writes, “In days to come.” So, 

what exactly is Isaiah seeing in these last days? Isaiah sees a vision of the day 

when God’s Messiah rules the nations of the world with peace and justice, 

when people from every nation come together to eagerly worship God and to 

learn about God and live according to God’s laws. The prophet sees a vision of 

people who are so motivated to be in God’s presence that they look like an 

upward flowing stream of humanity, climbing up the mountain to reach God. 

But it takes a powerful force of nature, like heavy ice plates or an earthquake 

to defy the pull of gravity and move water uphill. In the same way, it takes the 

powerful work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds to inspire us to turn 

from our selfish, sinful ways and seek God’s ways. This is the vision of the 

future that Isaiah announces.   

Let’s look at the future through Isaiah’s eyes. He has a vision, a beautiful, 

vivid word picture of what life will be like someday, in the last days, when 

God’s people finally turn back to God. This is a great piece of Holy Scripture 

to kick off our Advent season, the season when we prepare ourselves for 

Jesus’ coming, for Emmanuel, God with us. Why? Because Jesus is our second 

chance. Jesus is our view from the mountaintop. Jesus is our reminder from 

God that God has a plan to undo the damage of our sin and restore us to him. 
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Jesus’ birth is the first step in the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy more than 

600 years ago. So what does Isaiah see? 

Let’s begin here. Jesus the Messiah is going to heal our separation from God.   

In the first part of Isaiah’s vision, he sees an undoing of the Fall, when Adam 

and Eve’s sin built a wall of shame and death between them and God and 

drove them out of God’s presence. Our sin separates us from God and every 

good thing that God supplies such as love, wisdom, joy and peace. Our sin 

separates us from each other. Our selfishness and pride keep us from 

experiencing intimacy with others. 

In Isaiah’s vision, he sees an undoing of the Tower of Babel when the people 

tried to build a tower up to the heavens, and God confused their languages 

and scattered them to prevent them from trying to become their own gods. In 

the last days, Isaiah says, the nations will come together to climb the holy 

mountain of God. They will want God’s wisdom. They will seek God’s ways. 

And more than anything, they’ll want to be in God’s presence. No more 

separation from God. No more separation from each other. That’s the first 

part of Isaiah’s vision. 
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In the last book of The Lord of the Rings series, Sam Wise Gamgee wakes up, 

thinking everything is lost. Instead he discovers all his friends around him. He 

sees his friend Gandalf and cries out, “Gandalf! I thought you were dead! But 

then I thought I was dead! Is everything sad going to come untrue? What’s 

happened to the world?” “‘A great Shadow has departed,’ says Gandalf, and 

then he begins to laugh and the sound is like music, or like water in a parched 

land. My sisters and brothers, everything sad is going to come untrue. What a 

great vision. That’s the hopeful vision Isaiah saw, the hopeful vision that will 

be fulfilled when Jesus the Messiah comes again someday. The second part of 

Isaiah’s vision is that Jesus the Messiah is going to heal our separation from 

each other. Verses 3 and 4 in this passage read, “For out of Zion shall go forth 

instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 

the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples. They shall beat their swords 

into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.” 

In the Garden of Eden, God set forth the original design for humanity. God 

created Adam and Eve to live in a relationship of trust with God 

and with each other. When we rejected God’s ways, we also rejected the 

unity that was meant to strengthen and protect the human race. And what 
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took the place of unity? Selfishness, greed, injustice, power struggles, and war. 

At Providence College there is a required 5 hour course called Western 

Civilization. Our history professor, Fr. McPhail had just finished teaching a 

unit on war and peace. “How many of you,” he asked, “would say you’re 

opposed to war?” Of course, all hands went up. The teacher asked, “Who’ll 

give us a reason for being opposed to war?” A wise guy in the back of the 

room raised his hand. “I hate war,” the freshman said, “because wars make 

history, and I hate history.” Well, maybe that’s not the best reason for hating 

war, just because you hate history. 

 The reason we should hate war is that it is not part of God’s original plan for 

His world. There have been times when war was essential to protect humans 

or preserve freedoms. But war is still a rebellion against God’s original plan 

for humanity. And the prophet Isaiah makes it clear that when humanity is 

restored to God, we will no longer desire war. We will turn our weapons into 

instruments of peace. “They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nations shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 

shall they learn war anymore.” 

Robert Capa was a famous photojournalist who specialized in war photos. He 

risked his life on the front lines of battle, and his photos of the Spanish Civil 
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war and World War II are legendary. Tragically he was killed by a landmine 

while on assignment in Vietnam in 1954. Robert Capa used to joke that 

someday his business card would read like this: “Robert Capa, War 

Photographer, unemployed.” 

He was right. Someday, all who write about war and profit from war and 

suffer from war will be unemployed. When Jesus comes a second time, when 

he comes as the Messiah, the Anointed One of God, He will restore the 

original design of creation. Jesus will restore our peace with God and peace 

with each other. And all the selfish, sinful impulses that compel us to turn 

against one another will be transformed by God’s love. 

I read a story of an event of some significance that took place in Wauconda, 

Illinois, a small town with a population of 6,500. For the past 45 years the 

town had placed two large illuminated crosses on the city water towers during 

the Christmas season. Then the town council received a threat. Someone was 

going to sue the city if the crosses were erected in the coming Christmas 

season, based on the separation of church and state. The town council 

grudgingly took them down. But that’s when the citizens of Wauconda took 

matters into their own hands. They didn’t counter-sue. Nor did they organize 

angry protests. Here’s what they did. They decided to honor the missing 
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crosses by placing lighted reminders of Christ on their own property. All over 

the community, the citizens of Wauconda put up lighted crosses and nativity 

stars and manger scenes and trees draped in lights. They put up so many 

lights that you could see Wauconda from the interstate freeway! Wauconda 

looked like an entirely different town. All night it was as bright as day because 

the people decided to turn on the lights of Christmas.  

My sisters and brothers, what is the first thing God created in this world? 

That’s right, “God created light first.” What is the last thing that will indicate 

the presence of God is among us? According to the book of Revelation it is 

light. You can see clearly that the Advent season, the season of light,  is our 

chance to remember, to celebrate, to announce to the world that the Messiah 

has come and that we have been called to walk in the light of the Lord. And as 

we walk in God’s light, we will choose mercy, we will choose compassion, we 

will choose reconciliation, we will choose forgiveness, we will choose justice 

and we will choose sweet, oh sweet in heavenly peace because through Jesus 

we have been restored to God and restored to one another.  

So, here is our Advent challenge for these next four weeks leading up to 

Christmas: I hope that you will focus on your relationships, good and not so 

good, how you can heal any separation between you and God and between you 
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and your brothers and sisters in this world of every race and creed, that you 

may share more of Jesus’ light and life with a world that needs so badly to 

know God’s hope for us to be merciful, to be compassionate, to be reconciling, 

to be forgiving,  to be just, to love and finally, to live in God’s peace, in God’s 

sweet Heavenly peace.  AMEN. 


