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The 26th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Trinity Church: November 17, 2019 

Proper 28: 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13: Care and become a Saint 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

The Apostle Paul was having difficulty with the church at Thessalonica. Some 

of the members were refusing to do their share of the work. Some people were 

faithful at work serving Christ, and others were not. Oh, this group had many 

good excuses. Some of them looked down on plain everyday work because of 

their upbringing. Some of those from Jewish backgrounds, for example, 

believed in hard work, but they believed that spiritual work was superior to 

physical work. They believed that only those who studied Scripture like the 

scribes were doing really worthy work, but not those who did manual labor. 

Some of those who were Greek didn’t like to work. They felt it demeaning, 

and left most of their work to the slaves and servants. And then there were 

some from the Thessalonians’ congregation who believed work was no longer 

necessary because Jesus was going to return at any moment. They had many 

excuses for not working just like many people today. It is amazing how 
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creative people can be in making excuses. The members of the church at 

Thessalonica had many good excuses, just as you and me. It’s human nature. 

As a priest I deal with all kinds of sin. I can deal with murder, adultery, theft, 

sexual perversions, addictions, pride and arrogance but I cannot abide 

‘lukewarmness.’ I cannot abide the absence of passion. I cannot abide 

someone who will say straight to my face, “I don’t care.” Yet, this person will 

expend vast amounts of energy and time criticizing, gossiping and belittling 

whatever others do. They have no passion.” These people have the attitude 

that God is just one of many things in their life. I have my social life and my 

career and my family life and way over here is a little piece of the pie left over 

called the church.  God has to look at our culture and say, I love you so much. 

I love you passionately. I made you. I created you. I planned you. I purposed 

you. I saved you. I have a place for you in heaven. I care for you. Why would 

you treat me with half-hearted indifference? I believe Jesus says to us, I’d 

rather have you hot or cold, but lukewarm makes me sick to my stomach. 

Certain members of the church at Thessalonica, like any church, were guilty 

of “lukewarmness.” They were refusing to carry their share of the burden of 

the mission of the church. Even worse, some of these lukewarm Christians 

brought a negative spirit into the church. They were not only idle, but they 
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criticized those who did work. Paul called these negative idlers, busybodies. 

And Paul had little use for these people. They did more harm than good. They 

were what I would like to call a ‘Seaman Daniel Creevy.’  Seaman Daniel 

Creevy and I served on the same ship and in the same division. Seaman 

Creevy hated the Navy. Seaman Creevy didn’t care about anything other than 

getting out of the Navy. While on deployment in the Mediterranean Sea, our 

ship was pulling pier side in Palma De Majorca. The crew was ordered to man 

the rail in dress uniform as we approached the pier. Seaman Creevy showed 

up on the bridge in the filthiest, haze gray paint spattered blue jeans, ball cap, 

foul weather coat, and boon dockers that he could find. He walked through 

the bridge with the Captain present. When a junior officer stopped and 

questioned him about his appearance. In a voice loud enough for everyone to 

hear, especially the captain, Seaman Creevy said, “I don’t care.” When the 

officer tried to speak, Seaman Creevy interrupted the Lieutenant with 

another loud, “I don’t care.” The captain responded in an equally loud voice, 

“I can do anything with hot. I can do anything with cold. I can do nothing 

with I don’t care.”Have any of you ever known a Seaman Creevy? 

Seaman Creevy was what Paul describes in 2Thessalonians as a busybody. 

“Busybodies flit from place to place, taking little drops of gossip, hate and 

discontent with them and leaving behind their own residue of irritation. There 
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is a vast difference between putting your nose in other people’s business and 

putting your heart into their problems. Let me say that again. There’s a vast 

difference between putting your nose in other people’s business and putting 

your heart into their problems. 

I once read a story by an unknown author that said he met the strangest man 

on his way to church. Here is how he described this man: “He said he believed 

in the Bible, but he never reads it. 

“He said he thought well of the church of which he is a member, but he never 

attends or invites others for a ‘come and see’ nor did he share in its mission. 

“He said a person should be honest with God in money matters, but he never 

pledges. 

“He said the younger generation needs the Lord, but he refuses to teach the 

children about Jesus in the Sunday school. 

“He said the church needs dedicated Christian members, but he isn’t one. 

“He offered some ‘constructive’ criticism of some of the workers but he never 

works when asked. 
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“He said the church should do more in ministering to people, but he doesn’t 

help when asked to volunteer. 

“He is critical of the way the church is ‘run,’ but he never participates. 

“He says he believes in the Second Coming of Jesus, but he lives as though the 

Lord will never return. 

“He says prayer will change things, but he never prays. 

“He was,” says this author, “a strange man, indeed!” 

Not so strange. In fact, they are quite common and they have been n around 

since the church was founded. St. Paul called such people in Thessalonica 

busybodies. They are busy, but not with constructive behavior. They are 

lukewarm in everything but their criticism.  Too many believers at 

Thessalonica had become idle busybodies, that is, poking themselves into 

other people’s affairs, gossiping, and spreading all kinds of talk and rumors. 

Why? Because it is easier to be a busybody than it is to minister to the needs 

of those within the community who are hurting, lonely, desperate, dying, and 

lost. 

Some of you are familiar with a little book that came out several years ago 

called Life’s Little Instruction Book. It was compiled by H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 
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As his son was packing for his freshman year in college, Brown retreated to 

the family room and wrote down 511 observations and words of counsel for 

his son. The result was Life’s Little Instruction Book: 511 Suggestions, 

Observations, and Reminders on How to Live a Happy and Rewarding Life.  

Among his suggestions was # 115: “Give yourself a year and read the Bible 

cover to cover.”  Here are some others: “Compliment three people every day. 

Get a dog. Stop blaming others. Accept responsibility. Eat prunes. Lend only 

those books you never care to see again.”And my favorite one of all. “Avoid 

any church that has cushions on the pews.” But there are more: “Spend less 

time worrying who’s right, and more time deciding what is right. Keep 

secrets. Remember that all news is biased. Just to see how it feels, for the next 

24 hours refrain from criticizing anybody for anything. Don’t use time or 

words carelessly. Neither can be retrieved. Don’t gossip.”   

I think that is good advice for all of us, but especially for anyone tempted to be 

a busybody. Of course, the strongest argument against being idle or being a 

busybody is that we have serious work to do. As disciples of Jesus the Christ 

we have a world to save and a kingdom to build in Jesus’ name.  

Look all around you at the people who need Jesus Christ. The lonely teenager, 

the shut-in, the single Mom struggling to keep her family afloat, the angry 
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young man with hate in his heart and a gun in his belt, the depressed woman 

looking for love in the wrong man’s arms, the children who are never exposed 

to God or Jesus except in a curse. Tell me that you have nothing to do except 

criticizing those who are trying to make a difference. Tell me that you are a 

follower of Jesus but that these people don’t matter. Tell me you are a 

Christian, but that you don’t care.  Jesus wants us to “go make a difference.” 

If you make a constructive difference in people’s lives, you won’t have time to 

be a busybody. 

I will close with a story told to me by a priest friend who went with his church 

youth group on a mission trip to the Dominican Republic. On their trip they 

visited one of the local elementary schools, and they spent some time 

observing in a classroom seriously overcrowded with children, most of them 

very poor, all of them needy and wiggly and noisy and unruly. It was a 

difficult, sometimes even chaotic, learning environment; but the youth group 

marveled to see that the teacher carried herself with great calm and patience, 

treating all of the children with love and respect, despite the poverty and the 

chaos. They decided that the only way she could do this was that she must 

really love being a teacher. But they were surprised to hear her say, ‘Oh, I 

don’t come here every day mainly because I love teaching. I come here every 
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day because I love Jesus, and I see Jesus in every one of these children.” That 

saint of God will never be idle. That saint of God will never be a busybody.  

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, my challenge for you this week; I want 

you to think about becoming a saint. Don’t turn around and look at the 

person behind you or in front of you or to the person sitting beside of you 

thinking I’m talking to someone else. Whatever you do, do not look at the man 

in the pulpit. No, I am saying this to you. You can be that Saint of God and as 

that saint of God you will never become a Seaman Creevy because you cannot 

help but be in love with Jesus and when you love Jesus it means that you care 

and when you care all things are possible with God and all those that you 

touch will see the face of Jesus, and will hear the voice of Jesus and will be 

drawn into the everlasting love of Jesus in  and through you. AMEN. 


