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Proper 27 Luke 20:27-38:  We are Children of the Resurrection 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham+ 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 

If you could ask Jesus a question, any question, and be promised a plain 

answer, what would you ask? There are a lot of big ones that have never been 

answered. Wouldn't it be great if you could just go up to Jesus and ask him 

one of life's big, profound eternal mysteries? Such as, why is there evil?" 

What happens when we die? Why are we here? 

Jesus was asked a lot of questions during the time he was walking around the 

Near East some 2,000 years ago. Some of them were pretty good questions: 

Such as, what must I do to be saved? Or whose fault is it that this man was 

born blind? Others were not nearly so profound. Can my two sons get the 

goods seats in heaven? Can you make my brother split the family inheritance 
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evenly? But however misguided those questions were, at least they were real 

questions. 

Today, our reading from Luke’s Gospel is about a group of religious leaders, 

the Sadducees, who ask Jesus an impossible question. But the truth of the 

matter is the Sadducees don’t really want to know the answer. They want to 

make Jesus look foolish. They’re afraid of his popularity with the people, and 

they want to destroy him and his ministry. So they confront him with a 

ridiculous, hypothetical question about a woman whose husband dies. 

According to the law given to Moses in Deuteronomy 25, if a man dies and 

leaves a childless widow behind, that man’s brother has an obligation to 

marry her and bear children with her, so that she would inherit familial land 

and have some financial security and protection. So, the next brother marries 

her and also dies soon after. The same thing happens with the next brother, 

then the next one, until this poor widow has been married to seven brothers. 

After they all die, the widow dies too. And the Sadducees ask Jesus this 

question: “At the resurrection, whose wife will she be?” Now, I believe the 

question I would have asked is, “Was this woman taking out life insurance 

policies on all these husbands?” Anyone who enjoys a good mystery would 

find this story extremely suspicious. 
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Of course, what is really suspicious is that the Sadducees who asked this 

question didn’t even believe in the resurrection; not just Jesus’ resurrection, 

but any resurrection. The Pharisees at least held out the hope of a 

resurrection, but not the Sadducees. The Sadducees were a wealthy and 

powerful Jewish sect. They controlled the priesthood and the temple. The 

Sanhedrin was the governing body over the Jews in the Roman Empire. The 

Chief Priest of the Sanhedrin and most of its members were Sadducees. The 

Roman government supported the Sadducees and kept them in power because 

the Sadducees preferred Greek customs over Jewish customs. 

 The Sadducees based all their religious beliefs on the Torah, the first five 

books of the Old Testament. According to them, there was no evidence in the 

Torah for an afterlife, or angels or a resurrection from the dead. The 

Sadducees believed that all of God’s plans and covenant promises were for 

this current life, and that death was the end of everyone’s story. They had no 

use for a hereafter. The Sadducees were the last people to think about the 

hereafter. And Jesus knew that. So, what were they doing asking this 

hypothetical story about what would happen at the resurrection of the dead. 

So, when I hear these words, I imagine Jesus spoke them with great conviction 

and urgency. So, what is Jesus saying to the Sadducees and to us? 
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First of all, Jesus leaves no doubt that there is a resurrection from the dead. 

Starting at verse 34 we read, “Jesus replied, ‘The people of this age marry and 

are given in marriage. But those who are considered worthy of taking part in 

the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor 

be given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. 

They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection . . .’”  

I hope that’s how you feel about yourself. I hope and pray that you know you 

are a child of the resurrection. You are going to live forever because of your 

faith in Jesus Christ. I suspect that most of us know and feel that deep in our 

bones.  We are going to live on forever. Why do we know that? Because we 

have come to know just how much Jesus loves us? 

Author Anne Lamott, in her book Traveling Mercies, told her story when once  

she found herself broke, drunk, bulimic, depressed, and addicted to drugs.  

She said, “I could no longer imagine how God could love me.”  Desperate, she 

made an appointment with an Episcopal priest.  She told him, “I’m so messed 

up that I don’t think God can ever love me.” The priest replied, “God has to 

love you.  That’s God’s job.” His words made a profound change on Lamott’s 

life.  
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Is it God’s “job” to love you? I believe it is definitely God’s nature to love you. 

Jesus says in this passage today that those who believe in him are children of 

God. Loving parents have an overwhelming need to protect and provide for 

their children. Loving parents are passionate about giving their children the 

best life possible. If we are God’s children, and if God is eternally alive, then 

God’s plan is for us to be eternally alive with Him. We have a God who is the 

Creator of life, the Giver of life. To know God is to know life. 

In John 17, Jesus knows that the time has come for his arrest and torture and 

crucifixion, and he prays for his disciples and for all those people who will 

believe in him until the day he returns. And this is how he begins his prayer in 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 

you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal 

life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” 

The Sadducees’ question proved that they didn’t know the nature of God. 

And they didn’t know the mission of Jesus Christ. If we don’t know these two 

essential truths, we don’t have a religion, we don’t have a faith system, and we 

just have a bunch of empty rules and silly arguments and philosophical 

posturing. And more importantly, if we don’t have these two truths, then we 
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don’t have life. In this passage Jesus leaves no doubt that there is a 

resurrection from the dead. We are children of the resurrection. 

My sisters and brothers, do you see this truth? Even the Old Testament, the 

Hebrew Scriptures testifies to the resurrection, for Moses calls the Lord “the 

God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. He is not the 

God of the dead, but of the living, for to God all are alive.” And you know it’s 

true because of the great love God has for God’s children. This has been 

God’s plan from the beginning of time. The Bible tells us that death was not 

part of God’s original plan for creation. God created Adam and Eve in God’s 

image and likeness. God created them to live eternally with Him. 

God did not create us so that anyone could chisel into our tombstone, “Game 

Over.” If death is the final act of all creation, then God’s ultimate plan for 

creation is forever corrupted. Forever left incomplete. Can a perfect, all-

knowing, all-powerful God allow God’s plans to be left corrupted and 

incomplete? No, of course not! So before God ever spoke the world into 

existence, God planned to come in human form to offer His own life as the 

perfect, sinless sacrifice, the death that paid the price for our sins and restored 

us to God,  and to eternal life. The Sadducees were negating the very reason 

for Jesus’ life and mission and being. The Sadducees did not know a God who 
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could love us this much, the Sadducees did not know a God who could restore 

what was corrupted, the Sadducees did not know that God had a plan for the 

restoration of the whole world and for ultimate justice and peace and healing 

of all the wounds of our fallen state. Only a child of the resurrection knows 

that through death God has provided a way for us to be born again into a 

living hope. 

If death is our ultimate end, then there is no purpose to life except to 

maximize our own enjoyment for our very brief time on this planet. If death is 

our ultimate end, then we are born dying. But if we are children of God and 

children of the resurrection, then we know that death is not the end of us. It is 

the end of injustice and suffering and evil and pain, and the gateway to new 

life and freedom and the love of God. Thus it is an occasion of great and 

lasting joy. 

This week’s challenge comes in a question, do you believe? Is the bedrock of 

your faith the ultimate message of Jesus to the Sadducees and to us? You are 

not dead. You are alive. If you remember nothing else from this sermon, 

please remember this: you are an eternal spiritual being living in a terminal 

physical body. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. God made you 

to be eternally alive. God’s nature is to love you and provide you with 
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abundant and eternal life, even when that life requires God to take the penalty 

of death on our behalf through Jesus’ death on the cross. And God’s final plan 

is to restore all of creation back to God’s original plan, a world of justice, a 

world of peace and a world of wholeness, children of the resurrection. We 

have been born again into a living hope, the hope of eternal life spent with a 

God who loves us and made us to spend eternity with Him. AMEN. 


