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Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

There is a common characteristic to be found among the children of the rich. I 

call it a sense of entitlement. Most children when asked what they will do 

when they grow up, will say something like: "I want to be a doctor," or "I'd 

like to be a firefighter." Most children don't add: "If things work out, if the 

money can be found, if I can pass the test," but those phrases are implied. The 

children of the rich tend to answer the same question: "I am going to be a 

doctor." "I am going to be a nuclear physicist." The implication here is: 

"Whatever I want, I'll get." Along with that sense of feeling everything is 

possible for them. They have the feeling of entitlement by taking personal 

credit for things they get only because of their parents money and 

connections. It reminds me of that devastating barb hurled by Texas 
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Governor Ann Richard at George Bush at the Democratic convention years 

ago: "George was born on third base and thinks he hit a triple."   

We live in a time of entitlement. We have come to a time where we say, “you 

deserve a break today.' Too many of us believe that. If we're poor, we deserve 

welfare. If we're rich, we deserve a tax break; if we are workers, we deserve 

better fringe benefits; if we own Chrysler, we deserve a bailout; if we are a 

special interest, we deserve a special hearing." 

Entitlement. "There was a certain rich man," Jesus said, "who was splendidly 

clothed and lived each day in luxury, eating, drinking and making merry.” 

One day Lazarus, a diseased beggar, was laid at the rich man's door. As 

Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man's table, the dogs would 

come and lick his open sores. Finally Lazarus died and was carried by the 

angels to be with Abraham in the place of the righteous dead. The rich man 

also died and was buried, and his soul went into hell. There, in torment, the 

rich man saw Lazarus in the far distance with Abraham.  

"Father Abraham," the rich man shouted, "Have some pity! Send Lazarus 

over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in 

anguish in these flames." But Abraham said to him, "Son, remember that 

during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had 
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nothing. So now he is here being comforted and you are in anguish. 

Entitlement. Can you see the picture? The rich man thinks if he wants 

something, Lazarus ought to fetch it. "Father Abraham," the rich man 

shouted, "have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger 

in water and cool my tongue. . . O Father Abraham . . . please send Lazarus to 

my father's home. . ." What arrogance. The rich man thinks even in hell he's 

entitled to have somebody serve him.  

Entitlement.  Let's use this parable of the rich man and Lazarus to set the 

record straight. What are some of the things to which you and I are entitled? 

The Scriptures are very plain about our entitlements, but you may be 

surprised at what it says. First of all, we are entitled to reap what we sow. Is 

that fair enough? If we sow good things, we reap good things. If we sow 

spiritual things, we reap spiritual things.  

Do you remember Providence College basketball coach Rick Pitino? He was 

an amazingly successful coach at PC, with the Boston Celtics and the 

University of Kentucky. In his recent book, Success is a choice; Pitino notes 

that Winston Churchill's rallying cry for the British people during WWII was 

simple and succinct: hoping and praying for victory was fine, but deserving it 

was what really mattered. "What does it mean to deserve victory?" asks 
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Pitino. "According to Churchill, victory comes only to those who work long 

and hard, who are willing to pay the price in blood, sweat, and tears. Hard 

work is also the basic building block of every kind of achievement: Without it, 

everything else is pointless. You can start with a dream or an idea or a goal, 

but before any of your hopes can be realized, you truly must deserve your 

success.  

My sisters and brothers in Christ, this may sound old fashioned in this age of 

instant gratification, but from the great Pyramids of Egypt to the Sistine 

Chapel to the first transcontinental railroad to today's space shuttle, there's 

no mystery as to how these things of wonder were created. They were created 

by people who worked incredibly hard over a long period of time. If you look 

closely at all great organizations, all great teams, all great people, the one 

common denominator that runs through them is a second to none work ethic. 

The intense effort to achieve is always there. This is the one given if you want 

to be successful. When it comes to work ethic there can be no compromises. 

Any other promise of achievement is fools' gold.  

Pitino goes on to comment about his college championship teams at the 

University of Kentucky. He says that they went into every game believing that 

they deserved to win. Why? Not because they had more talent, but because 
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they had worked harder than their opponent. You and I deserve to reap what 

we sow.  The rich man sowed the seeds for a life rich in material things and 

that's what he got. He lived sumptuously, for a while. Meanwhile, at his gate 

lay a beggar. The beggar gave the rich man many opportunities to sow a 

different kind of seed to develop another part of his life, the spiritual side, the 

caring side, the humane side, the loving side. But the rich man never did. And 

thus the only seed the rich man sowed was material. Of course, when death 

comes, you can't take material fruit with you. It has to be left behind. Only 

spiritual fruit can be taken with us. And that brings us to the second thing to 

which we are entitled.  

We are entitled to eternal life. What more could you ask for? We deserve to 

reap what we sow, and we deserve to live forever. Notice I did not say we 

deserve to live abundantly in the world to come. We are promised simply that 

life goes on beyond the grave. That is the clear testimony of the Gospels. 

Whether that is good news or not depends on you and me. It was good news to 

Lazarus. It was not so good news to the rich man.  

Now some of you may be asking: Is my Episcopal priest preaching fire and 

brimstone? What happened to him in Maine? Is Fr. John finally getting 

around to hellfire and damnation? Now some of you will say that the story of 
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the rich man and Lazarus is but a parable. And scholars tell us that parables 

need not be literal in their details. All that matters is the single point they are 

making. All this business about heaven and hell is peripheral to Jesus' point. I 

certainly would not argue with that. All I am doing is reporting a central truth 

of the Gospel: You and I are entitled to live forever. How you prepare for life, 

whether it be life tomorrow or life in old age, or life in the hereafter is between 

you and your Maker. We are entitled to reap what we sow. We are entitled to 

life eternal.  

And one last thing we are entitled to my sisters and brothers and it is the 

challenge from this week’s parable from the Gospel of St. Luke. You and I are 

entitled to the chance to start over. This is Good News. We are entitled to 

begin again. Would you want to reap everything you sow? I don’t think so 

because sometimes we do stupid things. We act impulsively. We leap before 

we look. We talk before we think. We give in to the worst inclinations that are 

in us rather than the best that's in us. We blow it big time. At such times we 

would like to suspend the law of sowing and reaping. That's what grace is all 

about. Even more damning is the good seed we neglect to sow seeds of 

compassion, seeds of kindness, seeds of love, seeds that will live on after we are 

gone,  seeds that may accompany us when we leave this world.   
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I want to tell you a story about my Grandson Mitchell. Just recently, I was 

invited to Grandparents Day at the Early Learning Center in Tiverton. 

Mitchell is 5 and he loves going to school. Every school day he is happy to go 

to school and he is always happy when he comes home even though he is tired.  

The woman who runs this school took me aside and said, “Your Grandson is 

the kindest and caring little boy. She continued, whenever a child is hurt, 

Mitchell goes to that child and rubs their back.  Once, a little girl fell on the 

floor hard and she was crying. Right away Mitchell went over to her and sat 

next to her rubbing her back. He helped her to get on her feet and she stopped 

crying. I was never so proud.   

That is how we  sow seeds of compassion, seeds of kindness, seeds of caring, 

seeds of love, seeds that will live on long after we are gone,  seeds that may 

accompany us when we leave this world. Sowing those seeds can start as early 

as 5. 

At any point in his life the rich man could have changed his priorities. At any 

point he could have taken his eyes off his money and let them fall on the man 

at his door. But he waited too late. Even in the afterlife he did not see Lazarus 

as a fellow child of God. He only saw Lazarus as a servant, a convenience, an 
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object. This is insensitivity at its worst. But it came out of a lifetime of 

spiritual neglect.  

Everyone is entitled to a chance to start over, but it is possible to wait until it 

is too late. Life habits can grow so strong that they are like chains upon our 

soul. And so the haunting cry of the prophet and the evangelist comes to us: 

"Repent now. Repent now before it is too late."  

So ask yourself, is there someone to whom you are insensitive? Is there 

someone you are neglecting? It need not be a beggar on the streets. It may be 

someone in your own family. It may be neighbor. It may be a coworker. It 

may be even a spouse. Everyone is entitled to a second chance, but it is 

possible to wait until it is too late.  AMEN. 


