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The 8th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Trinity Church: August 4, 2019 

Proper13: Luke 12: 13-21: Your Money, Are You Wise or Are you Foolish? 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A sixth-grade teacher gave the following problem to her arithmetic classes: A 

wealthy man dies and leaves ten million dollars. One-fifth is to go to his wife,  

one-fifth is to go to his son, one-sixth to his nephew, and the rest to charity. 

Now, what does each get? After a very long silence in the classroom, one little 

boy raises his hand. With complete sincerity in his voice, he answered, “We 

need to get a lawyer.” He’s probably right. Most of us are quite serious when 

it comes to our money. 

I think we are all concerned for one reason or another about money. Jesus 

knew that. It was no different 2,000 years ago. That’s why he had so much to 

say on the subject. Money is an important part of our lives. Indeed, Jesus 
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noted that we will control our money or it will control us. It will either be a 

blessing to us or a curse. 

So, our Gospel from Luke today begins with someone in the crowd saying to 

Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” That’s 

interesting, don’t you think? Instead of going to a lawyer he went to Jesus for 

advice. Jesus replied, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbiter over you?” 

Then he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”   And 

then Jesus tells a story about a rich man whose land brought forth so 

bountifully that he didn’t know what to do with the surplus. The man resolved 

his problem this way, “I will pull down my barns,” he said, “and build larger 

ones; and there I will store all of my grain and my goods. And I will say to my 

soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, 

drink be merry.” You know the conclusion to the story. That very night God 

came to him and called him a “fool.” Why? “This night your soul is required 

of you,” said God, “and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 

Then Jesus adds, “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich 

toward God.”  
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I find it very interesting that God should call him a fool, not a sinner, not a 

reprobate. God calls him a fool? Let’s think of some reasons God may have 

called him a fool. First of all, God may have called him a fool because he paid 

too high a price physically, emotionally and spiritually for his great wealth. 

What good is a bank full of money if your health is gone? What good is a bank 

full of money, if the people you love turn their back on you? What good is a 

bank full of money, if you are not right with God? That could certainly be one 

reason God would call him a fool. People have been known to sacrifice their 

health, their marriage, their relationships with their children, their respect 

and reputation in the community. People have been known to create all kinds 

of havoc in their lives in the race to grab the almighty dollar.  This man was, 

at the least, meeting his maker far sooner than he had expected. It is obvious 

that he thought he had many years left. Maybe, as we sometimes say, he 

worked himself to an early grave.  

There may be a second reason God called the man a fool. Maybe the rich man 

had put off living until it was too late. There is a little trilogy that is so 

appropriate here. It goes like this: making a living, making a killing, and then 

making a life. That is the way many people perceive the progression that life 

must take. At first we are satisfied with just making a living. But as our 

income rises, so do our perceived needs. We need a bigger house, a more 
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luxurious SUV, a better school for the children. We must have hundreds of 

channels on our television and a Roku and Netflix and Amazon Prime for 

streaming material online all in glorious High Definition. And, of course, we 

must have a membership in the local health club. It’s almost demonic. The 

more we have, the more we seem to need. So we have to increase the financial 

goals we once set for ourselves. We want the kind of life “so worldly, so 

welcome” as the MasterCard commercials used to say. 

That means that it is not enough to just make a living. We need to make a 

killing. Someday when the children are grown, and the mortgage is paid, and 

all of our goals have been reached, we will think about making a life. But what 

if it is too late when we finally get around to making a life? Wouldn’t that be 

sad? Wouldn’t that be foolish? 

There is a man that I know who is a recovering alcoholic. He went with a 

group on a mission trip to Honduras. This trip changed this man’s whole 

perspective on life. He said to me, “I’ve always felt poor since I lost my big 

four bedroom house in a divorce. Then I came to Honduras and saw how the 

victims of Hurricane Mitch were thrilled to have these two-room houses that 

we were building there.” He said, “I came home to my 600-square-foot 

condominium and saw that I live in a palace compared to them.”He said, “I’m 
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rich, and I never knew it until I went to Honduras.” He didn’t get rich by 

frugality. He didn’t get rich by having a second job. He didn’t get rich by 

hitting the lottery. He got rich by visiting the Third World and seeing his life 

through new eyes. He was already grateful for his sobriety. Now he had new 

reasons to be grateful for being wealthy all along. 

Our rich friend surveys all that he has and he says to his soul, “Soul, you have 

ample goods laid away for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.” 

It makes me wonder if he had put off living waiting for a tomorrow that never 

came. That would indeed be foolish. Here all these goods were laid up and 

somebody else would enjoy them.  

Of course, there may be third reason God called the man a fool. Maybe God 

called him foolish because he never understood how to get the most joy from 

his wealth. What could you do with your money that would give you the 

greatest feeling you have ever had? How much would it mean to you 

personally to save one child’s life this morning? Now, I’m not getting you 

ready for a second collection. But for Heaven’s sake, just think about it for a 

moment. How much would it be worth to save one child’s life, five dollars, a 

hundred dollars, a thousand dollars? Suppose you could take some bills out of 

your wallet and put them into the collection plate and know that somewhere 
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in the world you had saved one little child’s life like a child in Guatemala as 

they try to get Mary’s Hope off the ground. Wouldn’t that make this one of 

the greatest days in your whole life? I believe if we would just think about the 

good we could do with our financial resources, we would do more for those 

who need it most, not out of guilt but out of gladness.  

We have so much. Others have so little. There is so much need in this world. 

Again, my desire is not to make us feel guilty, just a little foolish. The more 

luxuries that we have, the less they bring us happiness. That is what the 

research shows. But to know that we have made a real difference in 

somebody’s life, well that could bring unimaginable joy. That may be the 

third reason God called him foolish. He may have never understood how his 

wealth could bring him the most joy.  

Finally, there is a fourth reason God called the man a fool. It seems to be the 

one that Jesus had in mind. The rich man may have been foolish because he 

did not take into consideration his accountability to God. This seems to be the 

point that Jesus was making with this parable. Consider Jesus concluding 

remarks: “So is he who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 

God.”  Many people today are what I would call functional atheists. That is, 

they may believe in the existence of God, but it makes no real difference in the 
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way they live their lives. They have no sense of their own personal 

accountability to God.  

So, what does it mean to be “rich toward God?” Many Christians have a real 

bind at this point. We believe that salvation is only by grace and not by works. 

That is true. But, we are disciples of Jesus. We are called to serve. You know 

we have a difficult time when it comes to our personal accountability. Yet the 

scriptures are very clear. One day we will stand before God and give an 

accounting of how we used all our God given resources, including our 

financial resources. That should not surprise us. Does it not make sense that 

the great God who granted us the great gift of life, who gave us talent and 

abilities and opportunities should hold us accountable for the use to which we 

put them? Wouldn’t it be foolish to assume otherwise?  

God called the rich man a fool. Maybe he paid too high a price for his wealth. 

Perhaps he put off living until it was too late. It could be that this poor rich 

man never understood that money can never bring us joy until we use it to 

show love for another. Or it may be that he simply never realized that 

ultimately he was accountable for everything in his life, including how he used 

his money.  
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Here is the Gospel challenge for us this week. Could you and I possibly be 

making the same mistakes? Perhaps it is not so much a matter of being sinful. 

Perhaps we are just being foolish.  

One day a rich man met a beggar. 

 “God give you a good day, my friend.” The rich man said.  

The beggar answered, “I thank God I never had a bad one. 

”Then rich man said, “God give you a happy life, my friend.” 

 “I thank God,” said the beggar, “I am never unhappy.” 

The rich man asked, “What do you mean?” 

 “Well,” said the beggar, “When the weather is fine, I thank God; when it 

rains, I thank God; when I have plenty, I thank God; when I am hungry, I 

thank God. And since God’s will is my will, and whatever pleases Him, pleases 

me, why should I say I am unhappy when I am not?”  

Now that is a wise and happy man. He understands the place of money in his 

life. So, how about each of us? Would you say you are wise or you are foolish? 

Amen. 
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