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The 4th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Trinity Church: July 7, 2019 

Proper 9: Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20: Bringing About the Kingdom of God 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

When I was a kid, I loved watching Superman, played by George Reeves, on 

black and white TV. I know I am showing my age. I imagined it would be 

great to fly without being in an airplane or to jump over skyscrapers in a 

single bound. I wanted to fly like Superman. 

In the Gospel today from Luke, Jesus sent out 70 of his followers as an 

advance team to prepare the people for his ministry. Jesus gave the 70 

disciples power, super powers to really heal diseases and cast out demons. He 

also gave them authority to preach about the kingdom of God. And when the 

disciples got back to Jesus, they felt like superheroes! They felt like Supermen 

because they literally healed people. They cast out demons. And they 

accomplished all of it through Jesus’ name! Jesus was pleased with their 
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work, but he didn’t want them to get big heads because of it. Jesus said, 

“Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 

that your names are written in heaven.” 

I read a silly little story about a woodpecker who tapped with his beak against 

the trunk of a tree just as lightning struck the tree and destroyed it. He flew 

away all excited, saying, “I didn’t know there was so much power in my 

beak!” You see, when we bring the Gospel to people there is a danger that we 

will think or say, ‘I have done a great job.’ So, don’t be a silly old 

woodpecker. We need to know where our strength comes from. It is the power 

of the Holy Spirit acting within us whose presence speaks through us. The 

disciples were rejoicing in the things they had done. Jesus wanted them to 

understand that it was the power of the Holy Spirit that was accomplishing 

these things through them. 

The woodpecker story reminded me of the time when I was a young father 

with very young children. I was mowing the lawn, rushing to get it done 

before dinner, when my 5 year old Brian decided to help. Brian stepped 

between me and the lawn mower and put his hands on the handle next to 

mine. I slowed my pace and followed behind Brian. The mower slowed down 

to a crawl. I laughed to myself thinking about how much I wanted to get the 



3 
 

job done quickly. But Brian needed to help his dad. He wanted to learn how to 

mow the lawn. And as slow and awkward as it was to share the work, it was 

an absolutely necessary part of father and son bonding. In preparation for 

this sermon, I remember this sweet moment with my son and I couldn’t help 

but think that this is the way our God allows us to ‘help’ him in bringing 

about the Kingdom of God on earth! I pictured God our Father at work 

seeking, saving, healing and transforming the lost, and there I am, with my 

weak hands ‘helping.’  

My dear sisters and brothers, you see God could do the work just fine all by 

Himself, but God doesn’t work that way. God chooses to stoop gracefully to 

allow us to work with Him. God wants us, you and me, to cooperate with the 

many blessings God has given all of us. So, why? God works this way for our 

sake, because God wants us to have the privilege of ministering to all God’s 

people with God, not like a Lone Ranger, but in community. Today, Luke tells 

us, “Jesus appointed 70 of his disciples and sent them on ahead of him in pairs 

to every town and place where he himself intended to go.” Christians always 

work within a community. 

That’s how Jesus usually operated. He could have used miracles and wonders, 

or charisma and fear tactics to spread the message of the Kingdom of God. 



4 
 

Jesus had the power to draw large crowds and his teaching left his listeners in 

amazement. So why did he send out these 35 couples to do the work he could 

have done more effectively and easily himself?  I believe we find the answer 

just prior to Jesus’ ascension into Heaven in his last words to the church, 

recorded in Matthew 28, that we should go and make disciples of all nations 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Jesus sent the 70, because he knew that they needed to see what He saw. His 

disciples needed to feel the hurts and hear the questions from people who are 

living and dying without any knowledge of God, without any hope for the 

future.   Disciples need to see the world as Jesus sees it full of desperately 

hurting people who need the justice, hope and the mercy of the Kingdom of 

God.  

I invite you to come with me to Burnside Park in Downtown Providence with 

the homeless, the Church Beyond the Walls. I want you to meet people, 

homeless people, hurting people, hungry people, because they need more than 

just words. They need our actions, especially our prayers. The hungry in 

Rhode Island need more than just words, they need to be fed and clothed, the 

orphaned children who have lived in one foster home after another, need 

more than words, they need a family,  the imprisoned need more than words, 
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they need hope, the addicted need more than just words, they need treatment, 

housing,  support and healing from the demons called opioid and fentanyl, the 

marginalized and stigmatized in the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and 

queer community and their struggles need more than just words. The world 

needs to know that this community should not be marginalized and 

stigmatized by their sexual identity. Their sexual identity was not a choice, it 

was God given DNA.   

My sisters and brothers, the seventy that Jesus appointed to go ahead of him 

needed that experience and so do we. Disciples of Jesus Christ need to get 

outside the four walls of their church to see the needs that Jesus saw. Jesus  

sent out the seventy to do these works of ministry because you don’t really 

know what real joy is until you have put your faith into practice. If you 

remember nothing else from this sermon, remember this: It’s one thing to 

believe something with your head. It is quite another thing when you put flesh 

and blood on that belief and connect it with a living breathing human being. 

When we connect our minds and our hearts our faith will take up residence in 

our hearts.  

This is the reason Jesus sends us out to do his work to give us a baptism into 

reality? Do we really believe that when we bring mercy, compassion, 
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reconciliation, forgiveness, justice and peace, we are truly doing God’s work. 

We are truly making God’s work our own. In short, we are literally building 

the Kingdom of God, this Kingdom of the Heart 

A woman named Kathleen Brehony spent a year of her life traveling around 

the United States, looking for stories about people who have let their lives be 

changed by faith. Then she wrote a book about it, a book called Ordinary 

Grace. One of the stories she tells is about a couple named Bill and Susan 

Belfiore. They lived in Princeton, New Jersey, and had a good life, a 

prosperous life, a comfortable and happy life. And then one day they were 

watching a news show about orphans with HIV/AIDS in Romania. 

Susan put in for a six-month leave-of-absence from her medical practice. That 

January, she flew to Romania. Eventually the Belfiores adopted five children 

from that orphanage. So what happened to the Belfiore’s comfortable life? 

Bill Belfiore describes it this way: “The children are incredible, and our life 

right now is beyond anything we could have imagined. They bring aliveness 

into our lives and we never would have lived so fully without them.” 

Don’t you think those seventy disciples would say the same thing about their 

ministry? “Our life right now is beyond anything we could have imagined.” 

Those seventy-two disciples that Jesus sent out saw God’s power in action, 
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changing lives, and they came back from their mission overflowing with joy. 

And Jesus celebrated with them. He said that their ministry was defeating the 

power of Satan on earth. 

Jesus sends us out today like he sent out the seventy to plant the kingdom of 

God in hearts and lives. After all, there is no superpower, not even Superman 

that can compare to the power of knowing God through Jesus Christ. This is 

the power that gives life meaning and purpose. This is the power that gives us 

our identity and self-worth. This is the power that gives us our identity as 

disciples of Jesus the Christ. This is the power that enables out faith, so we 

know who we are, what we are, and to whom we belong. That kind of power 

allows us to overcome a sinful world. And if your life has been changed by this 

power, then you are called to go, you are called to witness, and you are called 

to share in the bringing about the Kingdom of God and this power of 

salvation to a hurting world.  AMEN. 

  

 


