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The 5th Sunday of Easter: Holy Trinity Church: May 19, 2019 

Revelation 13: 31-35: Behold, I am Making All Things New! 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the S n and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 

I want to suggest to you that someone here today is searching for something 

and you are not even sure what it is. Maybe, there is restlessness in your life. 

Maybe, there is an undefined longing in your life. I hope when you leave here 

today you will be able to say, “This is it! This is it!” 

I say that because I believe the Scriptures can meet our deepest needs. 

Consider today’s word from the book of Revelation 21: 1-6, God says, “See, I 

am making all things new.” Wouldn’t it be great to have God do a new thing 

in your life this day? Wouldn’t it be great to leave this church a new person? 

Wouldn’t it be great to go home to a new marriage, a much improved 

marriage, to a new family, to a much improved family, to get up tomorrow 

morning and go to a new job, a job that brings out the best in you?  
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According to our lesson from the book of Revelation, God is in the business of 

making all things new. It’s like the story of a man who was selling an old 

warehouse. The building had been empty for months and needed repairs. 

Gangs had damaged the doors, smashed the windows, and thrown trash 

everywhere. As he showed a prospective buyer the property, he took pains to 

say that he would replace the broken windows, bring in a crew to correct any 

structural damage, and clean out the garbage. The buyer smiled and said, 

“Forget about the repairs. When I buy this place, I’m going to build 

something completely different. I don’t want the building; I want the site.”  

When God does a new thing in our lives, God starts with the site and builds 

from there. At Lystra there was a disabled man who could not use his feet. It 

was St. Paul whom God used to give this man new hope and a new life. Paul, 

looking at him intently, said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” 

And the man sprang up and walked. He had been given a great gift, the gift of 

a new and improved life. Of course Paul himself knew what it was to be made 

a new person. Saul the dread persecutor became Paul the new dynamic 

preacher.  The Gospel is all about new teachings, a new life, a new hope, a new 

direction.  We can be new persons. We can have new life in Christ. God says 

to all of us, “Behold, I make all things new.”  
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What is it that prevents real change from taking place in our lives? Doesn’t it 

all come down to two small voices deep in our consciousness, two small voices 

that speak to us in every one of our waking hours.  The first is a voice that 

tells us that “we are too good to change.” You and I may recognize that our 

lives are not all they could or should be, our families are not all they could be 

or should be, our relationships with the world outside are not all they could be 

or should be, but we are not ready to pay the price of change. We are coping. 

We are getting by. So, let the rest of the world change to accommodate us.  

Michael Slater tells the story in his book Stretcher Bearers of a teen at the 

beach with his friends. He is in trouble in the water but doesn’t call out for 

help. A lifeguard notices his struggle and rescues him. Later he asks the teen, 

“You were drowning. Why didn’t you cry out?” The young man responded 

like this: “What would my friends have thought?”  

Some of us have a voice within us that says, “I know I need to change, but I 

can’t ask for help. What would my friends think?” Some of us have a voice 

within that is saying to us that change is for other people, but not for me. We 

are good enough. We are strong enough. We are capable enough. So we miss 

the joy of a new life because we listen to the voice that says that we are too 

good to change.  
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But there is another voice that speaks too many of us. It is a voice that says we 

are too bad to change. Have you ever bought a self-help book or if you have 

ever gone on a diet or made a New Year’s resolution? What is it that defeats 

many of us when we try to make a meaningful change in our lives? Isn’t it 

that small voice that says, “You can’t do it? You haven’t got what it takes. 

You never see anything through to the end. You’re irresponsible. You’re a 

bum. You’ll never make it.” For some of us there is a voice that says, “You are 

too good to change,” but for many more of us there is a voice that says, “I am 

too bad to change.” “I am not smart enough.” Some of you know what I am 

talking about. Some of us have a little voice saying, “You don’t have what it 

takes to change. You can’t make it. There is no use for you to try.”  

In the late 1960s, I saw the Broadway show, The Man of La Mancha. The main 

character in The Man of La Mancha is an idealist. His name is Don Quixote. 

Don Quixote meets a woman with low morals and a lower self-image named 

Aldonza. He tells her, “You will be my lady,” and then he gives her a new 

name, Dulcinea. She laughs scornfully at Don Quixote, but he keeps affirming 

her and declaring her to be what he wants her to be. When she appears on 

stage later, hysterical and disheveled, after having been raped, she again hears 

the voice of Quixote saying, “My Lady.” “Don’t call me your lady,” she says. 

“I was born in a ditch by a mother who left me there naked and cold and too 
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hungry to cry. I never blamed her. I’m sure she left hoping I’d have the good 

sense to die. Oh, don’t call me a lady,” she screams. “I’m only a kitchen slut 

reeking with sweat. A strumpet men use and forget. Don’t call me a lady; I’m 

only Aldonza. I am nothing at all.” As she runs off into the night, Don Quixote 

calls after her, “But you are my Lady Dulcinea!” At the end of the play a 

much older Don Quixote is dying, scorned, laughed at, and rejected. Suddenly 

to his side comes what appears to be a Spanish queen. She is beautiful and 

proud. When the old man asks, “Who are you?” she responds, “Don’t you 

remember? You called me your lady. You gave me a new name. My name is 

Dulcinea.”   

My sisters and brothers in Christ, there are two voices within each of us. One 

tells us we are too good to change. The second tells us we are too bad to 

change. What we need is to hear God’s voice saying, “Behold, I make all 

things new.” The affirmation that Don Quixote gives to Dulcinea is the 

affirmation that God gives to us. We are that important to God. I believe, if 

we were the only person in this world, Christ would still have given his life in 

our behalf.  

There once was an Englishman who had a beautiful estate on the Yorkshire 

coast from which one could see a great distance in every direction. One day 
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the man and his daughter climbed to a summit on the estate and the man said, 

intending to teach his little daughter a lesson: “Look up.” Then he said, “Look 

down.” And then, “Look out. Now turn and look behind you,” he said. He 

then added, “Dorothy, just so high, so deep, so wide, and so broad is the love 

of God for you.” She learned a lesson she would never forget, but she also 

taught her daddy one that he never forgot. “Daddy,” she said, “If God’s love 

is so high, so wide, so deep, and so broad, then we are living in the middle of 

it!” 

So my sisters and brothers, what difference would it make in your life if you 

really believed that you are living in the middle of God’s love? God loves you 

and wants to do a new thing in your life. We are never too good to change nor 

are we ever too bad to change. But how? How does God make all things new?  

God does it by giving us three things, a new confidence, a new perspective, 

and a new dream. Let’s consider briefly these three gifts God would give us. 

What a massive change would take place in our lives if we could have new 

confidence, confidence in ourselves, and confidence in God. What a difference 

if we could wake up in the morning and say, this the day that the Lord has 

made; let us be glad and rejoice in Him. I will rejoice and be glad in it. If we 
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could live openly and honestly with the belief that God is with us. We may not 

feel adequate but God is adequate.  

God gives us a new perspective. One of the greatest gifts that we can receive is 

the ability to step back and look at our lives realistically. It is so tempting to 

be defeated by those inner voices that tell us that we can’t. It is so common to 

exaggerate the difficulties that confront us. How often do we say or feel, “This 

is the worst thing that has ever happened to me,” when an objective view of 

the matter will reveal it to be only a minor and temporary setback. Perhaps 

this is one of the most blessed benefits of prayer. Spending time alone with 

God helps us to develop a new perspective, a perspective that allows us to 

reflect rather than simply react.  A new confidence,-a new perspective, but 

God gives us one thing more, a new dream. To a great extent we are shaped 

by our dreams. Most people get out of life exactly what they really desire. The 

problem is in knowing ourselves well enough to know what it is we really 

desire. 

 Here is the challenge of a lifetime. Do you know yourself well enough to know 

your deepest desire? What would living your dream look like? I am a big 

believer in taking that dream shot of a lifetime. So, take the shot. Find your 

dream. Live your dream. Don’t be lying on your death bed filled with regret 
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for not taking the shot. Don’t die with coulda, woulda, shoulda on your lips.  

You will never regret taking that shot and behold, God will make all things 

new in you and your life. AMEN. 


