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The 4th Sunday of Lent: Holy Trinity Church: March 30, 2014 

John 9:1-41: Do You See with Gospel Eyes? 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Recently, I ran across a “fascinating list” that carried this intriguing title: 

“Great Truths about Life That Little Children Have Learned.” Let me share 

a few of these “great truths” with you. 

(1) “No matter how hard you try you cannot baptize a cat.” 

(2) “When your mom is mad at your dad, don’t let her brush your hair.” 

(3) “Never ask your 3-year-old brother to hold a tomato… or an egg.” 

(4) “You can’t trust dogs to watch your food for you.” 

(5) “Don’t sneeze when somebody is cutting your hair.” 

(6) “School lunches stick to the wall.” 

(7) “You can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk.” 

(8) “Never wear polka-dot underwear under white shorts, no matter how cute 

the underwear is.” 

Now, it is virtually certain that the children learned these “great truths” and 

came to these bold new insights after some dramatic eye-opening experience 
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in their own personal lives. Can’t you just see a group of children trying to 

baptize a cat and learning from first-hand experience that this is not a good 

thing to do. The point is clear: A dramatic personal eye-opening experience 

can give us new insight, new perception and a new vision about people and the 

world. 

On a much deeper level, that’s precisely what we discover in this amazing and 

very powerful gospel story in John 9 today. A man blind from birth has a 

dramatic eye opening experience with Jesus.  Talk about new vision, talk 

about new insight, talk about being healed in mind, body and spirit. The blind 

man is completely and totally healed. He is made whole and he comes back 

from the pool of Siloam with vision and is now able to see perfectly for the 

first time in his life. His transformation is so complete and so dramatic that he 

even looks a little different. The townspeople see him and say: “Hey, isn’t that 

the blind beggar? He can see now. Is that him? No, it’s just someone who 

looks like him. It couldn’t be him,” And the former blind man says: “It’s me 

alright. I am the man.” 

There is an interesting theological point here. The religious leaders of Jesus’ 

time had the mistaken notion that people who were sick and disabled were 

that way because either they had sinned or their parents sinned. Their 

sicknesses and disabilities were God’s judgment upon them for some kind of 
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wrongdoings. So these blind people, or lame people, or leprous people, or poor 

people were looked down upon by society as sinners, as wicked people and 

they were shunned. They were outcasts and marginalized. But Jesus didn’t see 

nor did he judge them as sinners or as wicked people. He saw them as 

children of God, as persons of integrity and worth, as members of God’s 

family, as His brothers and sisters and He loved them and embraced them and 

enjoyed them and most of all, Jesus healed them. 

So here in John 9, Jesus goes over to the blind man to help him. Notice that 

when the disciples see the blind man, they don’t see a human being. Instead, 

they see a topic an issue to discuss, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind? But when Jesus sees him, He sees something 

to do.  Jesus sees an opportunity for God to be revealed in him.The disciples 

want to debate the truth about the blind man’s situation.  Jesus chooses to do 

something about it. The disciples want to give their energy to a lot of talk. 

Jesus puts His energy into action. The point is this: It’s not enough to talk 

something to death. What pleases God is when we do something to reveal 

God’s works on earth. Jesus is trying to teach us that here. Notice, Jesus spits 

on the ground and makes clay of the spittle and then what happens. The 

Pharisees come after him to investigate and interrogate the man. Then they  

go after his parents and scare the wits out of them. Then they interrogate the 
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man who has been healed a second time and he gives them that classic and 

powerful response that has resounded across the centuries. He says: “One 

thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see. You see, this man like 

most of us. He was a Pragmatist. Look at what he is saying to their “hard-

line” questioning! “I don’t know about all of that. I don’t know about your 

rules or regulations or restrictions, but I do know results when I see them. 

This one thing I do know. “I was blind, but now I see.” The Pharisees are 

defeated by this argument and they know it. So, they do what people often do 

when they feel insecure or have no moral power or high ground to stand upon. 

The Pharisees turn to violence and cast him out of the synagogue. They 

excommunicate him. They drove him out. 

Now, this sets the stage for one of the most beautiful moments in all of 

scripture. Jesus hears about his excommunication. He knows the man has 

been driven out and shunned and Jesus comes to find him. Aware of his 

trouble, Jesus comes to him to do something. Jesus comes to help. That’s the 

good news, isn’t it? Jesus will always come to us when we are in trouble to 

help. When he finds the man in trouble and when He finds us in trouble He 

says: “Do you believe in me, the Son of Man?” And the healed man says: 

“Lord, I believe,”and he worships Him! It begs the question, will we same say 

the same? Will we say, “Yes, Lord, I believe.” 
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Our gospel story today is so packed with the stuff of life. There is blindness 

and sight, sickness and healing, prejudice and love, fear and faith, rejection 

and acceptance, defeat and victory. But, there is one question that explodes 

out of this gospel story and addresses itself directly and personally to you and 

me. Namely this, are we seeing people and our world with Gospel eyes, by 

Gospel eyes I mean, are we seeing people and our world through the eyes of 

Jesus?  Let me give you an example, what is going on inside of you when you 

are stopped at a traffic light and you see a homeless man or woman standing 

in the intersection holding up a sign begging for money to eat?  Do you 

immediately make sure the car door is locked and windows are all the way 

up?  When you look at him or her do you see just the alcoholic, the drug 

addict, the degenerate gambler, the bum, the convict, the prostitute? Now let 

us ask this question, if we were to look at this person through Jesus eyes, what 

do you think you would we see?  

 Jesus brings us up short because time and again in the gospels he makes it 

very clear that the things that blind us most is our fear and selfishness. The 

only cure is to have our eyes opened with Jesus vision that we find in the 

gospels. My challenge for you during this 4th week of Lent is one of 

conversion. It is now time to move from repentance to conversion. Challenge 

yourself this week to see with Gospel eyes by moving from “That belongs to 
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me” to “I belong to that!” That’s what it means to have Jesus Gospel eyes, to 

move from a selfish vision of people and the world to a service vision of people 

and the world, to move from “Do something for me” to “Let me do something 

and be something for God and my sisters and brothers.”  Reflect upon your 

life, are your gospel eyes wide open and ready to see with faith? Can you see 

beyond your self? Can you see yourself not as one to be pampered, but as one 

committed to be God’s servant, God’s disciple in this world? Because when 

you do, when your eyes are opened it changes the way you see all kinds of 

people and it changes the way you see God. 

I once read a very powerful story about a mom who took her children to a 

crowded restaurant one day. Her six-year-old son asked if he could say the 

grace. He prayed: “God is great and God is good, Let us thank him for the 

food and God I would thank you even more if Mom gets us ice cream for 

dessert. And liberty and justice for all! Amen!” Along with the laughter from 

the other customers nearby, the woman at the very next table growled loudly: 

“That’s what’s wrong with this country. Kids today don’t even know how to 

pray. The very idea of asking God for ice cream! Why,  I never.” 

Hearing this, the little six-year-old boy burst into tears and he asked his 

mother: “Did I do it wrong? I’m sorry. Is God mad at me?” The little boy’s 

mother pulled him over into her lap. She hugged him tightly and assured him 
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that he had done a terrific job with his prayer and God was certainly not mad 

at him. Just then an elderly gentleman walked over to the table. He winked at 

the little boy and he said: “I know God really well. We visit every day and I 

happen to know that God loved your prayer. It may have been the best one He 

has heard all day.” “Really?” the little boy asked. “Cross my heart,” said the 

man. Then he leaned over and whispered into the little boy’s ear. Pointing at 

the woman at the next table who had made the remark that started the whole 

thing, he said: “Too bad she never asks God for ice cream. A little ice cream is 

good for the soul sometimes.” 

Naturally, the mom ordered ice cream for her kids at the end of the meal. The 

little six-year-old boy stared at his for a moment and then he did something 

that no one in that restaurant that day will ever forget. He picked up his 

sundae and without a word walked over and placed it in front of the woman at 

the next table. With a big smile he said to her: “Here, this is for you. Ice 

cream is good for the soul sometimes and my soul is good already!’ The people 

in the restaurant applauded and somewhere in heaven Jesus was smiling 

because that little boy had already learned how to look at others with the eyes 

of sacrificial love.  True sight is always a matter of the heart. When we see 

with our hearts and we realize what Jesus taught so long ago was that we are 

all in this together, that we are all people for whom Jesus Christ came and 
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died for on the cross, then we see people differently, then we are able to see 

beyond the addictions, then we see beyond the disabilities, then we no longer 

see a bum. We see a child of God and a brother and sister. We see every 

human being as part of God’s family, and love them even when they are 

unlovable by treating them with dignity and respect; only then have we done 

something. That’s what it means to have Gospel eyes. When our eyes have 

been opened by Jesus, it changes the way we see ourselves, it changes the way 

we see other people, it changes the way we see God. Amen. 

 

 

  

   

 


