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Palm Sunday 2019: Holy Trinity Church: April 14, 2019 

Sunday of the Passion: Luke 22:14-23:56 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 

Today’s Gospel reading from Luke brought back a memory from my 

childhood.When I was a young boy, I loved playing Cranston Little League 

Baseball. To this day, I truly believed my coach picked me for the team, year 

after year, as a catcher because I was the largest target on the team for his 

pitchers. I was as round as I was high with freckles, red hair and a brush cut. 

But, I was not afraid of the incoming ball and the bat swinging inches away 

from my head because I didn’t have enough sense to be afraid of the incoming 

ball and the bat swinging inches above my head.  I remember a championship 

game. The game was tied. It was the bottom of the 7th with our winning run on 

third. Each batter was instructed by the coach to watch for his sacrifice bunt 
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signal.  One kid gets up to the plate and looks over to the coach. The coach 

gives him the signal for the bunt. He then promptly proceeds to take three big 

swings at three fast balls and strikes out. Needless to say, the opposing team 

scored the winning run in the top of the 8th inning and we lost the 

championship. When the cheering stopped and we all returned to the dugout, 

the coach finally yelled at my team mate, “Didn't you see me give you the 

signal for a sacrifice bunt?” “Yes,” the boy replied. But I didn't really think 

that you meant it.” Out of the mouths of babes, but isn't that what we so often 

say to God? But I didn't really think that you meantit, God! 

So my sisters and brothers, why did the crowds turn against Jesus? How did 

the shouts of Hosanna on Palm Sunday change to shouts of crucify him on 

Good Friday? I am not just talking about the immediate political events that 

may have brought about Jesus crucifixion, but the deeper causes, the root 

causes. What were the underlying issues? In five days it all fell apart. Why did 

the cheering stop? 

One reason why the cheering stopped is that Jesus began to talk more and 

more about sacrifice, commitment and the cross. During the last week of 

Jesus’ life a very interesting scene occurred, and even more significantly, it 

occurred in full view of the crowds. A rich young ruler came to see Jesus. We 

are all familiar with the conversation that took place. Jesus says to him, Go 
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and sell all that you have and give it to the poor and then come follow me. The 

crowds were stunned. They were troubled first for a theological reason. They 

had been raised to believe that God’s wealth and power were special blessings 

upon those who possessed them. Theologically, these people were seen to be 

favored by God. It really bothered the crowds and the disciples to see Jesus 

turn away a rich young ruler. Can’t you just hear the talk, Listen Jesus; you 

can turn away a leper, tax collector, prostitute or even a child. But you never 

want to turn away a rich young ruler. 

They were bothered for a second reason. Prior to this, Jesus' message had 

largely been one of blessing upon blessing. When the 5,000 were hungry, Jesus 

fed them. When they brought their sick to him, he healed them. When a 

woman is caught in adultery and is about to be stoned, it is Jesus who comes 

to her rescue and saves her. The message of his ministry is one of blessing 

upon blessing. 

But now Jesus seems to be saying something quite different. The time for 

miracles is over. The time for commitment is now. I think it is very interesting 

that in all four Gospels, after Jesus enters Jerusalem to the shouts of Hosanna 

and palm branches, there is not another miracle recorded. There are some 

events we might count as miracles but no miracles are done for the crowds. 

On the face of it, this may not seem significant but when you consider that 
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fully 1/3rd  of the Gospels is devoted to the last seven days of Jesus life, you can 

understand the significance of this.  

While there are no miracles recorded in these chapters what you do find is a 

persistent call to commitment. A parable is told which begs the question, who 

is more committed? The son who says, "I will work" and then does not or the 

son who says, "I will not work," then repents, and gets the job done? It is 

clearly the son who does the work. Then, the greatest commandment is given: 

Love God and Love your neighbor; again, a call to commitment. 

After Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus asks you and me for a 

commitment. Jesus is in Jerusalem. Jesus knows that very shortly the crowds 

will turn on him, an apostle will betray him, another will deny him and all of 

them will run away and desert him. This is Holy Week and Jesus is asking us 

once again to be his disciples. 

I would suggest to you that when the rich young ruler walked away 

sorrowfully that day, he was not the only one. I think it is safe to assume that a 

good number of people also walked away. Jesus was no longer talking only 

blessings and good times. He was now speaking about the other side of 

religion, sacrifice. He began to talk about the sacrifice that rests with a person 

who has accepted God's many graces and blessings. The cheering stopped 

when Jesus began to speak of sacrifice. The cheering stopped when Jesus 
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dared to suggest that all people are worth loving. The cheering stopped when 

Jesus enters the temple and drives the moneychangers out. And after the 

temple is emptied, he then invites in the lame, the poor, the sick and the 

outcasts of society. Those who were once considered cursed and unclean are 

now welcomed and considered blessed. Bringing in the outcast is Jesus way of 

saying that by virtue of me sharing the same human nature as you, all people  

have access to my Father and our Father. Come and see. Come to me just the 

way you are. It is Jesus way of saying that this is what the Kingdom of God is 

going to be like. 

Special needs people are not special because of their needs. They are special 

because in their innocence these angels remind and challenge us to build 

God’s precious kingdom one person at a time. I want to suggest an 

opportunity for all of you to come and see the Kingdom of God become flesh 

and blood on this earth right before your eyes. I want you to go to the 

University of Rhode Island and attend the Rhode Island Special Olympics and 

watch God’s Kingdom in action. I want you to see the hand of God and watch 

as nine children line up for the 100-yard dash. The gun goes off and the race 

begins. But only a few yards into the race, one of the children falls and begins 

to cry. For some reason so it seems, these children do not understand the 

world's concept of competition and getting ahead and taking advantage when 
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a competitor is down. The other eight children stop running, turn around and 

come back to their fallen friend. A young girl with Down's syndrome kisses 

the boy and brushes him off. The children lift him up together, arm in arm; 

and together they run over the finish line. The audience rises to their feet in 

applause and the cheering goes on and on. There was not one winner.  There 

were nine winners. There was not a dry eye in the stands. For a fleeting 

moment, these children showed the world what the Kingdom of God is truly 

like. They challenged the world's concept that first place is everything. No, the 

Kingdom of God is everything. 

My dearest sisters and brothers in Christ, in the race that you and I are in, 

everyone matters, particularly those who have fallen and are on the outside. 

Like Jesus, you and I must be about the cross. Discipleship in Jesus Christ is 

all about saying yes lord, I saw your signal for sacrifice and I know you meant 

it for the good of the world. We pray Lord for you to give us your disciples the 

strength and the courage to bunt. AMEN. 

 


