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The Last Sunday of Epiphany: Holy Trinity Church: March 3, 2019 

Transfiguration Sunday: Luke 9: 28 43a 

Living the Way of Love can Transform the World 
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By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen! 

In downtown Memphis, Tennessee, there is the sculpture commemorating 

Martin Luther King titled "I've been to the Mountain." 

I must confess that I've never felt too good about that piece of art. It doesn't 

excite me. I find the sculpture forgettable, but I find Martin Luther King's 

speech to be unforgettable. As was the rule with Dr. King, he took many 

images for his speeches from Sacred Scripture. In my mind, his speech, "I've 

been to the Mountain,” is the true work of art. Listen to the conclusion of that 

speech. 

"Well, I don't know what will happen now. We've got some difficult days 

ahead. But it doesn't matter with me now, because I've been to the mountain 

top. And I don't mind. Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity 
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has its place. But I'm not concerned about that now. I just want to do God's 

will. And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over. 

And I've seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want 

you to know tonight, that we, as a people will get to the Promised Land. And 

I'm happy tonight. I'm not worried about anything.  I'm not fearing any man. 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord." 

The images are so Biblical and so much a part of our Christian faith. 

The mountain was the place in the Hebrew Scriptures and in the New 

Testament where great things happened. It was the place of theophany, the 

place where God manifested divinity to humanity. Any story where God 

appears is a theophany. It is a picture, a revelation, and an experience of God. 

There was Moses on Mt. Sinai, Elijah on Mt. Carmel, and Jesus here on 

Mount Tabor in the Transfiguration. These were the places and events where 

Theophanies took place and where God was revealed. But I want us to look at 

the Transfiguration not as something we aspire to in a dramatic theophany, 

but what it says to us for our ordinary day to day living, and in our ongoing 

walk with the Lord. 

Communion with God always transfigures. That's almost the first thing our 

scripture lesson says to us today. Listen to the 29th verse again: "And while he 

was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became 
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dazzling white. 

Personally, I don’t think we have given the transfiguration a big enough place 

in our understanding of the Christian experience. Communion with God 

always transfigures. That means that prayer is more than petition. Prayer is 

more than simply begging God to do something for us. It's being with God, 

sharing our life with God, opening ourselves to receive the fullness of God's 

Spirit, to allow God to do in us what God wishes to do, to bring us to 

wholeness, to what Paul called the fullness of stature in Christ Jesus, and what 

he prayed for on another occasion, "that we might be filled with all the 

fullness of God." Peter, James and John went with Jesus to the mountain to 

pray. It is evident that prayer was important to Jesus. Surely, if Jesus found 

need of such times, you and I do as well. I cannot stress this point enough, 

UNTIL YOU ARE CONVINCED THAT PRAYER IS THE BEST USE OF 

YOUR TIME, YOU WILL NOT FIND TIME FOR PRAYER. (2X) 

It's easy to miss the glory of God, even with the promise of a theophany.  In 

verse 32: "Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but 

since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood 

with Him." Peter James and John almost missed the Transfiguration because 

they were tired. It eerily reminds me of the Apostles inability to stay awake 

and watch with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
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The suggestion is there. It is easy to miss the glory of God, even with the 

promise of a theophany, even when God is acting all around us, still we may 

be dull to God's presence. We have to be fully awake to experience God's 

glory. 

Peter and the others almost missed it. But thank God they didn't. Listen to 

Peter in 2 Peter 1: 16-17, "For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we 

made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had 

been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the 

Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, "This 

is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 

You see, what happened there on the Mount of Transfiguration convinced 

them of the full impact of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. Aren't we glad 

Peter didn't miss all of that, but he might have? "When they were fully 

awake, they saw his glory." 

Do you see it? It's easy to miss God's glory. Mental and spiritual fatigue will 

do it. Boredom and lethargy will cause us to miss God's glory. I can't 

remember a single personal experience of awareness of God that came when I 

was not seeking or struggling or wrestling with some kind of problem. Mental 

and spiritual lethargy will cause us to miss the glory of God. It's not likely that 

the glory of God is going to come to us when everything is hunky dory and we 
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are at ease, when we are not thinking things out, and working through issues 

and concerns. On the other hand, there are also things that keep us awake to 

God's glorious presence. A sense of sin will do that nicely. A sense of our 

sinfulness will keep us awake to God's glorious presence.  I read the following 

story in a book titled, Man’s Need and God’s Action. 

"A little girl, 8 years old, had been disciplined by her mother and told she 

could not spend the weekend with a friend. Angry, the child stomped out of 

the room and went upstairs. There she found a new dress that her mother was 

going to wear to a party that night, and nearby some scissors her mother had 

been using. The girl picked up the scissors and proceeded to cut the dress to 

pieces. When the mother discovered what had happened, she threw herself on 

the bed and wept. After a while, the little girl came to her Mother who was 

still crying on the bed. The daughter stood some distance from the bed and 

said, "Mother." There was no reply. She stepped closer and said again, 

"Mother, Mother." Again, there was no reply. She came closer and implored, 

"Mother, please...please take me back!"  

It's only when we are in deep pain by the fact that we are separated, separated 

from Jesus Christ and one another by our sins. It is only when that sense of 

sin is vividly alive in us, that we can stay awake to God's glorious presence. A 

sense of sin will keep us awake to God's glorious presence.  
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Here is the challenge for this Last Sunday in Epiphany and for the beginning 

of Lent on Ash Wednesday: Look back over your own life. When have you 

been most aware of God's glorious presence in your life? What about the day 

you were married? Or the nights your children were born? Or the glorious 

mornings when your children were baptized or when you married? Or the 

day you buried a loved one? Or the day you realized that you have hurt 

someone like they were never hurt before. God comes to us in our joys and 

sorrows, but isn't it true that nothing else keeps us aware of God's glorious 

presence quite like our sense of need for the presence of God in our lives? We 

have a need to do God’s will and to be united with our God. We know that we 

need God in our lives. That will always do it. Our sense of need will keep us 

open to God's glorious presence and power, not only in our moments of 

theophany, but for our everyday ordinary times and in our ongoing walk with 

the Lord. If there is any transfiguring about us in our communion with God, 

it will be visible in our lives and others will see it.  As we move forward in 

goodness, as we walk in the way of love in our relationship with Jesus, we will 

look and act like Him. So that all we meet may see his face, hear his voice and 

be drawn into His everlasting love. That's what happens in transfigurations. 

AMEN! 

 


