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The 2nd Sunday of Advent: Holy Trinity Church: December 9, 2018 

Luke 3: 1-6: A Kingdom of the Heart, A kingdom of Love 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I had a friend and colleague at the Lincoln Technical Institute who was a 

former Maine State trooper. He would frequently tell me all kinds of hilarious 

stories about his patrols on the long and winding roads of Down East Maine. 

Once he stopped a woman for going 35 miles an hour over the speed limit. 

After he handed her a ticket, she asked him, “Don’t you give out warnings?” 

“Yes, ma’am,” he replied. “They’re all up and down the road. The signs say, 

‘Speed Limit 55.’” People have a tendency to disregard the warning signs, 

sometimes with dire consequences. 

I was thinking about the role of John the Baptist in the Advent drama. I 

believe John was a living breathing sign. John the Baptist was assigned by 

God the task of alerting the people of Israel that the Messiah was on his way. 

Some listened and some did not. We think of John the Baptist as the voice of 
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one crying in the wilderness. How appropriate such a view is for this second 

Sunday of Advent for without Christ the world is indeed a wilderness. 

Without Jesus Christ, this is a cold, dark and meaningless world. 

In the second chapter of C.S. Lewis’ book The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe, little Lucy stumbles through the back of a wardrobe into the 

imaginary country of Narnia. Although it is summer in England, where the 

wardrobe sits, it is winter in Narnia. Shivering in the cold, Lucy soon meets a 

faun, Mr. Tumnus, who tells her that in Narnia the wintertime is perpetual, 

says Mr. Tumnus, and is the result of someone called the White Witch. “It’s 

she who makes it always winter here,” Tumnus says, “Always winter and 

never Christmas; think of that!”  What a wonderful description of a world 

without Christ: “Always winter and never Christmas . . .” 

“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,” says the Gospel of Luke, 

“the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. He went into all 

the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. As is written in the book of Isaiah the prophet: ‘A voice of 

one calling in the desert, Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 

him. Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The 
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crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all mankind 

will see God’s salvation.’” 

Twenty one centuries later, John’s message is a word of warning, but 

ultimately it is a word of hope. Repent, our salvation is at hand. John’s task 

was to prepare the world for the coming of the Christ. Today we read his 

words with joy as we prepare our hearts for the Christmas season and all it 

means to our faith. John’s message was simple. The Messiah is coming. That 

is the heart of his message. One is coming after me who was before me. One is 

coming whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  

One of the humorous characteristics of the presidential campaign between 

Barack Obama and John McCain was the almost fervent messianic 

expectations that some of Barack Obama’s supporters had about him. John 

McCain made jokes about it, and about his own lack of charisma. At a dinner 

for politicians and journalists in Manhattan, McCain declared, “Maverick I 

can do, but Messiah is above my pay grade.”  Obama also poked fun at the 

idea. “Contrary to the rumors you may have heard,” Obama said, “I was not 

born in a manger. I was actually born on Krypton and sent here by my father, 

Jor-El, to save the planet Earth.” Well, we all know too well that no President 

is either a Messiah or even Superman.  
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My sisters and brothers, whenever life gets difficult, people pray for a leader 

who will lead the world out of darkness into light. Israel had been looking for 

several hundred years for such a leader. They were under Rome’s cruel hand. 

They were looking for a deliverer. John the Baptist announced that the 

coming of the Messiah was at hand. Whenever life gets difficult we look for 

someone to deliver us.  

My sisters and brothers, all of us have experienced difficult times in your 

lives. Maybe you have gotten to a point where you were about to give up, but 

suddenly you felt the touch of God in the same way those soldiers experienced 

God’s touch. That is part of what Christmas is all about. It’s not about glitter 

and expensive gifts. It’s all about people in all kinds of circumstances 

experiencing God’s presence. John’s message, first of all, is a message of hope. 

The Messiah is coming. 

John’s second message is prepare the way. In the words of Isaiah, he was the 

“voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 

straight paths for him.’” Now how do you prepare for the coming of the 

Messiah? You do so first by repenting. John preached a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Beginning with the seventh verse of this 

same chapter John speaks very explicitly about ways people are to prepare. 
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The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one 

who has food should do the same. Tax collectors were told not to collect any 

more than they are required to. Soldiers are told not to extort money and not 

to falsely accuse people. People needed to prepare their hearts and their lives 

to receive the Messiah through repentance, for his was not a kingdom of the 

flesh, but of the spirit. The Messiah’s kingdom would be a Kingdom of the 

Heart, a Kingdom of love.  

It is amazing how deaf and blind people are to warning signals. John was a 

living breathing sign. John warned the people of Israel that the Messiah was 

coming. John wanted the people to repent and be baptized because he wanted 

them to experience the richness and the joy of that coming. Remember how 

Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God”? God wants 

to break into our lives and fill us with His love, but without our willingness to 

repent, God is kept out.  

It’s like a little girl named Stephanie who was orphaned after both of her 

parents died. With no other relatives to care for her, she was put into foster 

care. Eventually she came to live with the Weavers. Mrs. Weaver found 

Stephanie sullen, withdrawn, and uncommunicative. She asked to see her 

records. The first foster family wrote, “Stephanie is a quiet, shy girl.” The 



6 
 

second family wrote, “She obeys, but she doesn’t participate much in the 

family.” Mrs. Weaver doubted if Stephanie would be with them long; she 

seemed so unreceptive. Still, she decided to keep Stephanie through the 

Christmas holiday and then talk to her social worker about a transfer to 

another home. At Christmas, the Weavers exchanged a number of lovely 

presents, including gifts for Stephanie. Then Stephanie handed Mrs. Weaver a 

brown paper sack with a rough drawing of a Christmas scene on it. Mrs. 

Weaver opened it to find a rhinestone necklace with a couple of stones missing 

and a little bottle of perfume, half empty. As she put on the necklace and 

dabbed perfume behind her ear, Stephanie said, “Mom’s necklace looks good 

on you. You smell good like she did too.” Mrs. Weaver’s heart melted. She 

vowed to renew her efforts to love Stephanie, and she succeeded! By the 

following Christmas, Stephanie had become her adopted daughter.  

God seeks to break into our dark worlds, just as Mrs. Weaver sought to break 

into Stephanie’s. One way we can help that happen is through repentance. 

John’s message was, “The Messiah is coming, prepare the way for him 

through baptism and repentance.”  

When we’ve repented, we will be ready for God’s salvation. “A voice of one 

calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 
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Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked 

roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all mankind will see 

God’s salvation.’” 

Here is our challenge in the second Sunday in Advent. Salvation is what the 

Christmas story is all about. God enters the manger of Bethlehem in order to 

save God’s people from their sins. When we receive that grace, that peace, 

that love; it is then that we are empowered to live new lives, so with the 

coming of Christ. With Christ came the very promise of God, the promise of a 

still to be realized time of peace on earth, goodwill to all people. It hasn't come 

yet, but every time we light the Advent candles and decorate our homes with 

lights, every time we lift our voices in the great carols of Christmas, and read 

those ancient prophecies of Isaiah, about a coming Messiah, we are affirming 

that even though this world still stands in need of saving, the Savior has come, 

and because Jesus has come, there is always hope for the Kingdom of the 

Heart, the Kingdom of Love. AMEN. 

 

 

 

 


