
1 
 

The 24th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Trinity Church: November 4, 2018 

Proper 26: Mark 12: 28-34: 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Many years ago, Dr. Albert Schweitzer told a beautiful parable about a flock 

of wild geese that landed to rest on a pond. A gardener at a nearby estate 

captured one of the geese and cruelly clipped some of its feathers. When the 

geese started to resume their flight, this one bird tried frantically, but vainly, 

to lift itself into the air. Its’ clipped wings would not allow it to take flight. The 

other geese, observing the goose’s struggles, flew about in obvious efforts to 

encourage him; but it was no use. His damaged wings would not allow it. And 

then something astounding happened, said Dr. Schweitzer. The entire flock 

landed back on the pond and waited, even though the urge to go on was strong 

within them. For several days they waited until the damaged feathers had 

grown sufficiently to permit the goose to fly. Meanwhile, something was also 

happening in the heart of this gardener who had clipped the bird’s wings. The 
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cruel gardener was converted by the loving concern of those geese. He gladly 

watched them as they finally rose together and all resumed their long flight. 

To me that is a parable of the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is here 

and now.  Wherever love is, there is God. Wherever God is, there is love. My 

sisters and brothers, the Kingdom of God is centered in Jesus Christ himself 

and the Kingdom of God is already here. 

A teacher of the law asked Jesus this critical question. “Of all the 

commandments, which is the most important?” Now deeply devout Jews 

observed hundreds of religious laws, as you are aware. This teacher knew it 

was impossible to keep them all. So he asked Jesus, “which one is the most 

important?” “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O 

Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 

commandment greater than these.” The teacher of the law was impressed. 

“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one 

and there is no other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your 

understanding, with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is 

more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” Now it was Jesus who 
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was impressed. When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to the 

teacher of the law, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God.”  

Jesus, first sermon began like this: “The time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of 

God is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel.” Note that: “and the 

Kingdom of God is at hand.” And I’m sure you’ve noticed that nearly all of 

Jesus’ parables begin with “The Kingdom of God is like this, and the 

Kingdom of God is like that.” The interesting thing is that most of the 

references that Jesus made to the Kingdom of God are to a kingdom that is 

already here. “The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. The Kingdom of 

God is like a treasure hidden in the field. The Kingdom of God is like a pearl 

of great price. You are not far from the Kingdom. The Kingdom of God is 

within you my sisters and brothers because the Kingdom is a Kingdom of the 

heart. Most of Jesus references to the Kingdom of God are to a Kingdom 

already here. It appears to me that the Kingdom of God is not only a state of 

existence to come; it is also a state of mind, here and now. The Kingdom of 

God exists wherever God reigns in human hearts. You and I are not far from 

the kingdom.  

Let’s use an analogy. When you leave the country, you still remain an 

American citizen, right? We may be on foreign soil but we take our 
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citizenship with us. So, it is that we can be in this world and yet recognize that 

this world is not our home. We are citizens of another Kingdom another 

world even though we’ve never set foot in that Kingdom. That Kingdom in its 

fullness is yet to come, but we are already citizens of that Kingdom when we 

have God’s love in our hearts.  

Jesus prayed, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done,” and the two are 

forever linked. Wherever God’s will is done, there is the Kingdom, and 

wherever the Kingdom is you’ll find people doing God’s will. Jesus embodied 

within his own life, that priceless, kingdom that he taught. That is the first 

thing we need to see. You don’t have wait for it. The Kingdom of God is 

already here. There is a second thing that must be said from the Gospel 

reading according to Mark: the Kingdom has something to do with 

unconditional love. The writer of First John put it even more strongly, 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God and those who love are 

born of God and know God. Those who do not love, do not know God for God 

is love.” (I John 4: 7-8)  St. Paul writes, “And now these three remain: faith, 

hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” In other words, if we are 

citizens of the Kingdom of God, it will show by the way you love. That’s not 

new to us, but I’m amazed how many people have missed this truth which is 

at the very heart of the gospel.  
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My sisters and brothers, here is the challenge for this week and it is a really 

big one. You and I cannot massage and hold on tightly to our resentments, our 

anger, our prejudices, our bitterness, and then claim citizenship in Christ’s 

Kingdom because the Kingdom is centered in love.  Jesus goes much further. 

Jesus us tells us to love God, love one another and love your enemy. This is the 

enemy that hates us. This is the enemy that wants to destroy us. If you want to 

know the nature of God, then listen to what Jesus tells. Loving your enemy is 

the hardest thing we can do.    

I read a story about a missionary doctor. Dr. Paul Brand wonderfully 

illustrates that kind of love. A patient of Dr. Brand’s was a man named John 

Karmegan. John suffered from leprosy. Just as badly, John suffered from 

hurt and anger over the fact that he had this disease. The leprosy had 

decimated John’s fingers and hands and his toes and feet. His face was 

partially paralyzed. Also, in order to protect his eyes from the effects of the 

disease, a doctor had sewed his eyes partially shut. John’s appearance often 

caused people to reject him, even to turn from him in fear. John dealt with his 

pain and anger by lashing out at people and causing problems at the hospital 

where Dr. Brand worked. Dr. Brand’s mother took a special interest in John. 

She lavished him with love and attention, and shared with him her faith in 

Christ. Eventually, John came to Jesus through Dr. Brand’s mother and he 
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was baptized. But John was still dogged with anger, and still had trouble 

accepting him-self or others. He taunted Dr. Brand with the question of what 

would happen if he tried to attend the local church. He was convinced that 

surely they, too, would reject him, just as everyone else had. So Dr. Brand 

approached the leaders of the local church and asked them if John could 

worship with them. Upon learning that John’s disease was no longer 

contagious, the leaders of the church not only allowed John to worship with 

them, they also agreed to let John take communion. This was a bigger issue 

than you may think for this congregation drank from a common chalice just 

like we do. 

It was a tense and anxious moment when Dr. Brand and John arrived at the 

church that first Sunday. After years of being the object of other’s disgust, 

John expected others to reject him, even to hate him. John had learned to 

believe that Jesus was love, but, if even Jesus’ followers rejected him, then 

who could possibly love him? Dr. Brand noticed John trembling as he made 

his way down the aisle of the sanctuary. Just then, an elderly, Indian 

gentleman turned and saw John shuffling through the church. With a warm 

and welcoming smile, the man scooted over and indicated for John to sit with 

him. John’s life was completely different after that. His anger melted away in 

the face of the people of this church. He eventually left the hospital and got a 



7 
 

job. After a span of many years, Dr. Brand happened to cross paths with John 

again. He was working at a factory, creating tiny and intricate screws for use 

in typewriters. In recognition of his consistently excellent work at the plant, 

John Karmegan had just been named that company’s best employee in all of 

India.  

My sisters and brothers, think about this. Would you drink from a chalice 

that a leper drank from? That kind of healing can only take place where 

God’s unconditional love is present. That is love from the heart of God 

through us. It is really a beautiful thing when we encounter such love. To me 

that is a parable of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is here and 

now.  Wherever love is, there is God. Wherever God is, there is love. Here is 

the last thing to be said: The kingdom of God is centered in Jesus Christ 

himself. It is not enough to sing Jackie Deshannon’s, “What the world needs 

now, is love sweet love.” If we concluded the sermon at this point, we could 

say to our friends and neighbors, “Let’s just love each other a little more and 

the kingdom will be ours.” That answer is not enough. As human beings we 

will not love one another until, first of all, we understand that we are loved. 

Second, unless we feel ourselves loved, we cannot love. That’s a principle not 

only of theology but psychology and sociology as well. Just as abused children 

often grow to abuse their children, loved children grow up to love their 
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children. That is why unconditional love is so important in a family. Loved 

persons are able to love the world. But where does love come from? There is 

only one place. That is from the heart of God. And there is only one place that 

we can see God’s love completely revealed and poured out for us and that is 

on the cross of Calvary. If there is anything that has drained the Christian 

faith of its vitality in our time, it’s the neglect of the atonement, the death of 

Jesus upon the cross for our sins. There the very heart of God is displayed for 

all the world to see. We are far from the fullness of the Kingdom of God in 

this world. We don’t know when God will bring about the Kingdom into its 

fullness. Maybe, just maybe, the time will come when human nature can love 

God, love one another, and can love and forgive an enemy. AMEN. 

 


