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The 21st Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Trinity Church: October 14, 2018 

Proper 23: Mark 10: 17-31: We are Created for Heaven 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Is there anyone in this church today who truly believes that all your problems 

will be solved if you just had a little more money? O.K., OK how about lots 

more money? I’ve heard it said, “I’m planning to retire and live off my 

savings. What I’ll do the second day, I have no idea.” Maybe that’s your 

situation. 

Of course, it’s no fun to be short of cash. I saw a very funny commercial on 

TV where a man is sitting in the chair at a tattoo parlor expressing his love to 

his girl friend, Donna by getting her name tattooed on his arm? Part way 

through the procedure he asks how much will it cost. “$50,” says the tattoo 

artist. The man pulls out his wallet and says, “Oh, I only have $41.” The 
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camera cuts to the couple outside on the sidewalk, Donna is storming off and 

the guy is yelling after her, “I’ll get it fixed. I’ll get it fixed!” The camera 

zooms in on the tattoo which reads, “I love Don.”  

We know that more money will not solve all our problems, but it also can be 

uncomfortable to run out of money at an inconvenient time. Some of us may 

be having a difficult time financially. I certainly don’t want to minimize the 

difficulty with financial problems. Still, we need to confront the fact that Jesus 

warned time and time again against the danger of materialism that is of loving 

money more than God.  Jesus says in our Gospel reading from Mark that a 

rich man will have a hard time getting into heaven. 

 In another story, Jesus describes a man who woke up one day in hell because 

the man had great wealth and he ignored the needs of a beggar who sat in 

front of the gates to his home. On another occasion Jesus told his disciples not 

to be anxious about what they should eat, or what they should drink, or what 

they should wear. We are not to worry about these things. We are to trust in 

God, not in our bank account. Jesus warned time and time again about 

reliance on money.  Notice, in today’s Gospel reading that Jesus did not say 

that it is impossible for a rich man to get into heaven. There are many wealthy 

figures in the Old and New Testaments who were good people and who were 
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not condemned. But again, to be fair to our religion and fair to our 

responsibilities, we need to be reminded from time to time of the dangers of 

the obsessive drive for wealth. What are some of those dangers? Well, let’s 

think about that for a moment. 

For one thing, the drive for wealth can be dangerous if it causes you to neglect 

the people you love.  It could be your spouse. It could be your children. It 

could be your aging parents. It’s not my intent to make anyone feel guilty 

about the hard choices you make concerning your responsibilities to your 

employer and your responsibilities to the people you love. It is simply to say 

that some families have a real problem balancing work and life. 

A few years ago, I read a story about a start up agency in Japan called, “Rent-

a-Family.” This service catered to elderly people who are alone. Most of them 

have genuine families, but those families are too busy to give them much 

attention. This agency offers a stand-in family that visits these lonely elders 

for a few hours and acts like a “real” family. Reports tell of customers paying 

more than $1,000 a visit for the service. During “Rent-a-Family” visits, elderly 

people treat the actors whose time they are renting like their own children and 

grandchildren. They often hand out pocket money to the stand-in 

“grandchildren” and berate those playing their “children” for not visiting 
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more often. The president of the “Rent-a-Family” agency explains, “There are 

lots of people who feel lonely because everyone is chasing money and no one 

pays attention to the human need for love and acceptance.” Mrs. Suzuki, a 

retired doll-maker who rented a family, wrote about the following: “From the 

bottom of my heart, I felt as though they could be my family. I know they’re 

not my real family, but there was a real feeling of warmth.” 

How sad is that; old people who pay younger people to give them a little 

attention because their own families ignore them. Of course, maybe there 

ought to be a “Rent-a-Dad” agency in every community or a “Rent-a-Spouse” 

agency. It’s not only the elderly who get neglected. In many cases the biggest 

loser turns out to be the one who does the neglecting, because he or she one 

day finds themselves alone because of their neglect of the people closest to 

them. The drive for wealth can be dangerous if it causes you to neglect the 

people you love. 

The drive for wealth can be dangerous if it causes you to get your values out 

of whack. I read a story that is a glaring example of somebody who let his 

drive for wealth ges out of control. His name is Johnny Depp and, as many of 

you know, he is one of the highest paid actors in Hollywood. Johnny Depp has 

made more than $650 million on blockbuster movies like Pirates of the 



5 
 

Caribbean and as the face of luxury brands like Dior. And yet this fine actor is 

now reported to be in serious financial trouble. He claims that his financial 

difficulties are due to mismanagement. Depp’s managers point to his lavish 

spending. According to his managers, Johnny Depp was spending $30,000 a 

month on wine, and even paid $3 million to blast the ashes of the late 

journalist Hunter S. Thompson out of a custom-made cannon. Of course, as 

we often say, this is a free country and you can spend your money anyway you 

please, but not every expenditure is a wise one and some people do very 

foolish things with their money. 

Each year, thousands of people visit the renowned Hearst Castle on the west 

coast. It was the home of the fabulously wealthy William Randolph Hearst. 

Hearst accumulated 3,500-year-old Egyptian statues, medieval Flemish 

tapestries, and centuries-old hand-carved ceilings, and some of the greatest 

works of art of all time, most of which came from Sweden. He built a 72,000 

square feet to put his stuff in. He acquired property for his house: 265,000 

acres; he originally owned fifty miles of the California coastline. He collected 

stuff for eighty-eight years. Then, guess what, do you know what he did? 

That’s right he died. He died. You know how much William Randolph Hearst 

left behind? That’s right, all of it. 
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“The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest,” said Jesus 

in one of his parables. “He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 

place to store my crops.’ Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down 

my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And 

I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life 

easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 

night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have 

prepared for yourself?’ “This is how it will be,” Jesus concluded, “with 

whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” (Luke 

12:13-21). 

So, my sisters and brothers, here is the challenge from the Gospel, Do you 

take Jesus seriously or not? It’s a serious question. Now you and I will never 

be as wealthy as Johnny Depp or William Randolph Hearst, but the same 

principles apply to the use of our financial resources as it did to theirs. Are we 

neglecting people that we love because of our perpetual chase of the almighty 

dollar? Are we using the resources that God has given us wisely? Are we 

generous with those who are not as fortunate as we are? Are we laying up 

treasure in heaven as well as on earth? These are sensible and challenging 

questions that we need to ask regardless of our income. Why is this all so 

important? It is because money has a way of distancing us from God. It is an 
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unusual person who can balance possession of great wealth with the call to 

follow Jesus. 

My sisters and brothers, the disciple of Jesus Christ has one goal in mind: 

What does God want me to do? The disciple doesn’t care what it costs, 

because we are not created for this life, we are created for Heaven. The riches 

of Heaven are the things we should be desirous of and not the things of this 

world. The only treasures we know are the sunken variety. We have seen 

those Johnny Depp, Pirates of the Caribbean movies where the pirates open 

the trunks filled with diamonds and rubies, and we know what happens. It 

goes down with the ship. There is tons of stuff buried at sea. It shows you what 

God thinks of them. They are down at the bottom of the ocean. My sisters and 

brothers, God’s concept of treasure is a soul that deeply loves Jesus and 

deeply loves their neighbor. That invisible reality is far more valuable than all 

the passing trinkets and money of this world. Amen. 

 


