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The 10th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Trinity Church: July 29, 2018 

Proper 12: John 6: 1-21: What is in your wheelhouse? 

Preached 

By 

The Rev. John E. Higginbotham 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I read a story about a young couple in North Carolina who were set to open 

their own restaurant. All that was needed was the final health inspection and 

the issuing of their business permit. They were scheduled to receive the permit 

the next day. This occurred in September, 1989. The couple named their little 

restaurant “Our Place” and they were excited, as you might imagine they 

were finally ready to open. But that morning the winds and rains of 

Hurricane Hugo hit the Atlantic coast. Unexpectedly, this ferocious storm 

made its way 200 miles inland to their small town.  Trees were uprooted, 

power lines were down, homes and stores were destroyed. The young couple 

hurried to their restaurant to see if it had been affected. Fortunately, 

everything was intact. A deputy sheriff pulled up to the couple’s restaurant 

and told them that their restaurant, the fire station next door and a service 
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station down the road were the only ones that had electricity. The young 

couple called the health inspector and begged him to come immediately so 

they could open, but because of the power outage, the inspector couldn’t get 

into his office to issue the permit. No permit, no business opening. With a 

refrigerator stocked with 300 pounds of bacon and beef and bushels of 

tomatoes, lettuce and bread, there was only one thing to do. They decided to 

give the food away. They told the deputy, “Tell your coworkers and other 

emergency people you see that we’ll have free BLT’s and coffee for anybody 

who want to drop by.” Soon firemen, policemen, linemen and other workers 

were filing into “Our Place.” When the couple heard that another restaurant 

was scalping people by charging ten dollars for two eggs, toast and bacon, 

they placed a sign in their window: FREE BLT’S & FREE COFFEE. 

Families, travelers and street people were welcomed. 

Then something quite amazing began to happen. People who happened by 

started cleaning counters and sweeping floors. Volunteers took over the dish 

washing. People from a neighboring town that had not been hit too badly by 

the storm heard what was happening and they brought food from their 

freezers. Nearby merchants also heard and they responded with foodstuffs of 

all kinds. And somehow as the day went on, those first cups of coffee and 

BLT’s stretched to 16,000 meals. The restaurant’s small stock of supplies 
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actually increased by 500 loaves of bread and 350 pots of coffee plus bushels 

of produce.  A miracle had occurred in that small North Carolina town, a 

miracle of love.  

My sisters and brothers, it all sounds kind of familiar, doesn’t it?  Jesus had 

gone up on a mountainside where he was sitting down to talk with his 

disciples. When he saw the great crowd gathering around him, he said to 

Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” Good question. 

How were they to be fed? Jesus turned to one of his disciples and asked his 

advice on the matter. Philip answered, “It would take more than half a year’s 

wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” From Philip’s answer 

it is clear there wasn’t enough money in the purse to feed that large a 

gathering. 

Then the disciple Andrew spoke up.  Now, Andrew was certainly not the 

leader that his brother Peter was, but I wonder if he wasn’t something else. I 

wonder if Andrew wasn’t genuinely a people person. Andrew speaks up and 

says, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how 

far will they go among so many?” Maybe no one else among the disciples 

would even have noticed this young boy among the vast throng. Children 

didn’t count when they reported the attendance at their meetings. But 
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Andrew had noticed this boy. “Lord, here is a boy with five small barley 

loaves and two small fish.”  

I know there are children in this church who like this boy with the five small 

barley loaves and two small fish, have something to offer Jesus. That’s why we 

have Sunday school. Holy Trinity Church takes our Christian Education 

programs for all ages very seriously. Children are at the heart of the church’s 

life and future. I want our children to know that Holy Trinity Church is their 

church. I want our boys and girls to know that they are an important part of 

our church. What would we do without our children? They are worth 

whatever effort we put into supplying them with a first-rate Christian 

education. Believe it or not, there are churches in this area with no Sunday 

school because there are no children. I find that to be very, very sad.  I served 

in a church that thought Christian Education was just for the kids. I find that 

attitude to be more pathetic than sad. 

I believe when God wants a great work done in the world or a great wrong 

righted, God goes about it in a very unusual way. God doesn’t stir up earth 

quakes or send for thunderbolts. Instead, God has a helpless baby born in a 

manger in an obscure land to obscure parents. And then God puts the idea 

into a mother or father’s heart and they put that idea into the baby’s mind. 
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And then God waits. The greatest forces in the world are not earthquakes or 

thunderbolts. The greatest forces in the world are our young children. 

My sisters and brothers, our children’s lives matter. Boys and girls lives 

matter.  Boys and girls lives matter to the life of the church. We need to do 

everything we can to help them grow in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ. After all, we are educating future disciples of Jesus Christ and His 

church. I am also thankful for our young adults in our church, our 

Confirmation class, the God Squad. I am so proud of them. We thank God for 

you. St. Paul writes in I Timothy 4:12, “Don’t let people look down on you 

because you are young . . .” But our potential for service does not decrease 

with age. We are also thankful for our middle and older adults. We dare not 

let our cultural obsession with youth blind us to the fact that many persons 

have their most productive years late in life. 

“Here is a boy . . .” said Andrew. There is someone here who has something to 

offer you Jesus. It could be a child, a youth or an adult of 25 or 85. Indeed, 

everyone in this church of every age and ability has something they can offer 

to God. If you remember nothing else from this sermon, please remember 

this: Our life is God’s gift to us. What we make of life is our gift to God. (2X) 

Every one of us has something to offer God. And look what happens when we 
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do. In the same way, Jesus took the young boy’s five barley loaves and two 

small fish and blessed them and had his disciples distribute them to the 

multitudes, and thousands of people were fed and when they gathered up the 

leftovers, they filled twelve baskets. The effect of this miracle was electric on 

the crowd. They said, “A prophet has come into the world,” and they wanted 

to come and take Jesus by force and make him king.  

However, Jesus did not want to be an earthly king. Jesus wanted to be king of 

your hearts and mine. Jesus wants to find other young men and young women 

and aging men and aging women with 5 barley loaves and 2 small fish to offer 

and help them see miracles in their lives as well. That was his plan then. That 

is still his plan right here and right now in Holy Trinity Church. Jesus is 

looking for persons whose influence he can magnify and multiply. That is how 

he has always worked. That is Jesus’ plan for the redemption of this world. 

Each one of us, young and old, offering ourselves to Christ, finding that one 

gift we have to offer him and seeing it through until the day comes when we 

see Him face to face and we give thanks for having played a small part in His 

Kingdom. The story of the feeding of the 5,000 appears in all four gospels, but 

only John’s gospel says the loaves and the fishes came from a boy.  
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There is a phrase in the business world that I heard frequently. The phrase is, 

“What’s in your wheelhouse?” A wheelhouse is an enclosed compartment, 

on the deck of a vessel such as a fishing boat, from which it may be 

navigated. On a larger ship such as a naval vessel it is the bridge or 

pilothouse. So “in someone’s wheelhouse” refers to something being within a 

person’s area of competency, like command of a ship is within a ship captain’s 

abilities. The term explains something that falls into a person’s area of 

expertise. 

So, I have a question and a challenge for all of you. So, what’s in your 

wheelhouse that you can offer Jesus and your Holy Trini ty Church?” Giving 

to his kingdom is not just about giving money. Giving to God’s Kingdom is 

about giving yourself. Have you a specific skill or talent or even an inclination 

that Christ and the church can use for the betterment of the church and the 

world? How about becoming a member of Holy Trinity Church? How about 

singing in the choir? How about becoming a lector, Eucharistic Minister or an 

acolyte? How about becoming a member of the altar guild? How about doing 

coffee hour every now and then? How about serving and hosting the evening 

meal at the New Bedford Salvation Army feeding center for the poor and the 

homeless? How about becoming a church gardener? How about becoming a 

Sunday school teacher? How about working in the Trinity Trader? How 
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about becoming a member of the vestry? Have you ever thought about 

becoming a Deacon or a priest? 

A young boy had five barley loaves and two small fish that he offered to Jesus, 

and look what happened. Everyone was fed and then some. Can you imagine 

how that young boy felt when he got home? Can you imagine his excitement 

as he tried to tell others about just what happened? You and I can know that 

kind of excitement. All we have to do is to give Jesus whatever is in our 

wheelhouse. Amen. 

  


